
 

 

1 

                                          
                                                                                                  September  2022 

                                               The Edge Newsletter 
                                                     Committed To Hockey Excellence  

          
Green Bay, Wisconsin | August 26-28, 2022 
 

The inaugural Para Ice Hockey Women's World 
Challenge took place August 26-28, 2022, in Green Bay, Wisconsin.  

The U.S. Women's Development Sled Hockey Team competed alongside Canada and Great Britain, 
as well as a Team World comprised of athletes from several nations, including India, Australia and 
Latvia.  

The tournament was round-robin style with teams seeded based on results and placed in either the 
third-place game or the first-place game. There are three (3) MID-AM players on the U.S. Women's 
Development Sled Hockey Team:  
Kaden Herchenroether from Allison Park, Pa; Kelsey DeClaudio from Plum, PA; and Jamie 
Benassi from Newtown, OH. 
 
Canada and the USA played in the gold medal game Sunday evening in Green Bay, Wisconsin. The 
United States went undefeated (5-0,6-0, 6-0, 5-1) in the round robin against Canada, Team World, 
and Great Britain, respectively. 
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                        Marks its 20th anniversary 

The Alice Noble Ice Arena was a donation from the Donald and Alice Noble Foundation to the citizens of 

Wooster, Ohio. Donald and Alice Noble shared a fondness for ice skating ever since their first date on the 

Brookside Park Ice Arena in Cleveland, Ohio back in January of 1934. They continued to share special family 

time on the ice and would often travel to various areas to enjoy skating. 

Their dream of donating an indoor facility for their community became a reality in the fall of 2002. The Bogner 

Construction Company was commissioned to build the 5.4 million dollar facility to include an official NHL size 

ice sheet measuring 200’ x 85’ and bleacher seating along with many amenities necessary for ice related 

activities. The facility includes five team locker rooms, a full service concession stand, pro shop, video arcade, 

meeting/party rooms and a lovely spectator room with a perfect view of the arena. 

Alice Noble Ice Arena offers a Learn-to-Skate program, public skating, birthday parties, adult hockey leagues, 

an afterschool program and various sessions for hockey and figure skating. The arena is home to the Wooster 

Hockey Club, High School club hockey team, the Wooster Figure Skating Club and the Wooster Oilers Junior 

team. These organizations host several games, tournaments and ice shows annually which, in turn, draw 

overnight visitors to Wooster from all over the United States and Canada. 

The Alice Noble Ice Arena management and staff continue to oversee the Noble family dream by taking great 

pride in providing quality programs in a clean, family-friendly environment… making it the coolest place to be! 

Sunday, September 25, 2022, Alice Noble Ice Arena will mark its 20th anniversary. There was a celebration 

to thank patrons for their support and to recognize this gift to the community. There is Public Skate from 2:00-

4:00 PM.  Admission and skate rental are FREE of charge. Refreshments will also be provided courtesy of the 

Noble Foundation.  

Please don’t just mark your calendars. Set this time aside to celebrate ANIA. Nearly 3 years ago, we faced the 

almost certain loss of the ice rink and the displacement of players, teams, families. However, our community 

rallied together to showcase the value of the facility and the character of our ice culture. Consider your 

attendance an opportunity to demonstrate your continued gratitude to the Noble Foundation and your continued 

love for the facility itself.  

Nothing would make a greater impression on the Noble Foundation than to see the ANIA packed with patrons 

more than it has ever been. Please set aside the date and time. WYHA, as a whole, should plan on attending and 

celebrating. 
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       Coaching Package: Indelible Impressions 

Lessons Taught By Coaches Carry On Long After The Whistle Blows  

By:  

Bob Batz, Jr.  

 

I’ll always remember my first hockey coach for sipping coffee, smoking cigarettes and flicking his fingernails. 

I know, gross. I hate cigarettes, too. 

But I loved this coach. 

He was also my dad. 

I don’t know how it happened, but one day, long before the American Development Model, I was a 10-year-old 

playing in the Dayton [Ohio] Amateur Hockey Association and my dad was the coach. 

He doesn’t remember the specifics. I asked him about it the other day and all he said was, “Boy, that was a lot 

of fun.” 

That’s how I remember it, too. 

The patches I’ve kept say that I played for five seasons—’73-’74, ’74-’75, ’75-’76, ’76-’77, ’77-’78—always 

with him as my coach. My friend Ronnie’s dad, Ron, was the assistant coach. 

In a team photo that my siblings gave me for my 50th birthday and that I cherish, I’m in the front row with kids 

I mostly remember—Kent, Jed and our goalie, “Buckwheat.” Ron is wearing a dark snap-up windbreaker and 

my dad is dressed up in a tie and a brown leather coat, looking like he could be coaching the Dayton Gems of 

the old International Hockey League. 

https://usahockeymagazine.com/author/bob-batz-jr
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Back then he and Ron did not have to go through background checks. They did not take coaching clinics. I’m 

pretty sure they had no idea what they were doing, at least at the start. 

I have many fond memories, but the strongest might be of my dad waking me up for practices and games on all 

those early mornings. He would be sitting at the kitchen table, sipping his coffee, smoking and flicking his 

fingernails. 

 

These Days the author continues to carry the lessons he learned from his father as he coaches his own 

son, and other children. 

I’m thinking about this in a new way as I get up in the dark to get ready for my first game as head coach—the 

first jamboree of my 8-year-old’s team. I am just drinking strong coffee, but I can smell my dad and hear him 

like it was yesterday. 

I do not remember any of his hockey plays or strategies. I do not remember any inspiring sayings or speeches. I 

certainly do not remember our win-loss records. 

As a hockey coach, my dad actually was pretty forgettable, I guess, except in the most important way. He was 

there for me, and for the other players. And boy, was it a lot of fun. 

How do I want to be remembered as a coach? Maybe I do not want to be remembered for specifics, either. 

I stopped playing hockey in high school, but my dad was not my last great coach. Since my son started playing 

at age 5, I have been around a lot of coaches who’ve made positive impressions, and for more human than 

hockey reasons. 

I got to be one of the assistants with my son’s first head coach, Todd. His genius was in that he was one of the 

kids. Some other parents thought he gave out too many helmet stickers and game pucks. Not one kid will 

remember it that way. They loved him. I do too. 
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For the next two years, I got to be an assistant to Scot, who reinforced the power of making sure the kids have 

fun. Not that he didn’t always know the score and what was what. I also learned from the time or too he lowered 

the boom, including once when he saw one of our players punched another in the handshake line. I will never 

forget the tournament game when we got way up on a team and how Scot gently coached our players to just 

pass the puck. “We don’t need any more goals.” 

My fellow assistants, too, were mostly about having fun. Jim was another big kid at heart who’d remind us that 

8 & Under is “the kindergarten of hockey.” Pascal P. was always quick with a smile. And Pascal D. was a 

merry prankster who knows a lot more about hockey than I ever will. 

When I made my return to playing hockey as an adult, one of my fellow assistants from that first year became 

my coach. Pete is one of the more serious, thoughtful coaches I know. But the biggest thing he did for me 

wasn’t to give me training advice or tactics. He just encouraged me to give playing a try and ... he was there for 

me. Just like my dad. And boy, playing on his team was a lot of fun. 

I picked my current assistants, Bret and Steve and Homer, knowing they are down with “my” philosophy. They 

want to compete and to win, too. But they know what is most important. We are learning from each other, as 

good coaches do. And we’re spending time with our kids. It is … well, you know. 

I’m thinking about all this on a chilly morning as I drive with my wife and son about an hour north to a drafty 

old rink just like I used to play in. The puck is to drop at 8:30 a.m. I have no idea about the teams we’re playing, 

nor much of an idea yet about my team, in any specific way. How am I going to coach them? How do I want 

this to go? 

I do not have a whiteboard, a game plan, or even set lines. 

But I’m good. 

I have had my coffee. I am with my son. 

And I have all my coaches with me. 

When he is not writing for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Bob Batz, Jr. is a coach in the Mt. Lebanon [Pa.] Hockey  
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We would welcome back Renee Loftspring as the Mid -American District 

Disabled Coordinator 

 Below Renee tells us how she got started in this in our game and how she enjoys her position!  

When my son, Noah, was 3 years old, he asked if he could play ice hockey after learning a fellow preschooler, 

also named Noah was learning to play hockey. We signed him up for Learn to Play Hockey at Sports Plus and 

Noah continued to skate competitively until he graduated high school. Strangely enough, as a physical therapist, 

I was more scared of Noah getting injured playing football or lacrosse than hockey; so, it ended up being a great 

choice for both of us. When we signed up for his first house team in kindergarten, joining USA Hockey was 

required. USA Hockey mailed out monthly magazines which of course my son did not read but I did. In one 

issue, there were pictures and a story about ‘sledge’ (sled) hockey or adaptive ice hockey for persons living with 

physical limitations. Very intrigued, I called the program to ask questions and subsequently was invited to 

attend a meeting in Columbus where someone at the meeting was going to explain everything to me about sled 

hockey. What really happened was, as I entered the conference room, the table filled with the hockey district’s 

Board of Directors and representatives stood up, began clapping, and told me that ‘in abstentia’ I was named by 

the board to be the MidAmerican District’s representative for Disabled Hockey, covering four and a half states 

and promoting Special Hockey, Blind Hockey, Deaf/Hard of Hearing Hockey, Sled Hockey, Amputee/Standing 

Hockey, and Warrior Hockey for veterans. . All I could say was, ‘But I still don’t know what sled hockey is’ I 

maintained that roll for 13 years, growing adaptive hockey in my district and starting a program in Cincinnati in 

2007 with Coach Rob Wocks who was my son’s hockey coach for a half a dozen year. Today, in our 15th 

season, we are still at Sports Plus, Rob is still coaching, we have a novice, junior and adult team of which the 

latter two travel to play in games and tournaments around the mid-west.  

Can you talk to us a bit about the challenges and lessons you have learned along the way? Looking back 

would you say it’s been easy or smooth in retrospect? 

Ice rental for hockey practice and games is expensive. Protective hockey gear is expensive.  

The adaptive equipment required to play is expensive.  

Finding grants, in the beginning, was hard because we did not have our own 501c3 or nonprofit status, we were 

under another organization to learn the ropes.  
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Finding sponsors, soliciting donations, and paying for the initial equipment was a journey in itself.  

Finding players has always been a challenge because (1) few people have heard of sled or adaptive ice hockey; 

(2) not everyone enjoys the cold; (3) not everyone knows that ‘checking’ or pushing your opponent out of the 

way, into the boards, tripping or cross-checking that is seen on TV is not what we do. We teach the 

fundamentals of hockey, learn skills, practice drills, and study basic game strategy; and (4) not everyone is 

comfortable trying something new and less familiar – this goes for both potential players and families.  

Appreciate you sharing that. What else should we know about what you do? 

I am a science teacher (1982, The Ohio State University) turned physical therapist (1986, University of 

Pittsburgh) and have spent the last 36 years passionate about working with persons living with physical 

challenges. My personal strengths include complex wheelchair seating, stroke recovery, spinal cord injury 

rehabilitation, working with persons who have a degenerative neurological disease, and using an exoskeletal 

device (EKSO) for gait training. More recently, I’ve been studying adaptive strength and conditioning; and 

through an Adaptive Sports Clinic at Drake Center, alongside Dr. Victoria Heasley, promoting adaptive sports 

and recreation. Outside of work, I am committed to three active nonprofits, each focused on promoting a form 

of exercise for persons with physical, intellectual, and visual impairment: Cincinnati IceBreakers’ Sled Hockey 

(2007), IRON CORE Adapted Strength and Conditioning (2019), and The Bridge Adaptive Sports and 

Recreation (2020). I am also working with an upcoming education-focused nonprofit who will help support The 

Bridge, Iron Core and the Cincinnati IceBreakers’ regarding coaching and training the adaptive athlete. I am 

humbled to be a part of an amazing community of leaders who have the same drive and desire I do to create 

more adaptive opportunities for this underserved population in our community. 

Do you have any advice for those looking to network or find a mentor? 

My first mentor was my mother. My mom, who taught special needs students would not take no for an answer 

when it came to being sure her students had the same opportunities ‘typical’ students in her building had. I 

recall my mother’s principal and building committee telling her the school’s funding did not to extend to special 

education, thus art, music, gym, and the computer lab were off-limits. “WHAT?” My mom and dad quickly 

figured out how to work around these undocumented rules and began writing grants, lots of grants. She was 

passionate and authentic earning her not only grant money for art, music, and gym, but also for her own 

computer lab in the classroom and grants for field trips, including the busses! I think that I inherited her 

amazing genes because at work, with my family, and my nonprofit work, I am not afraid of challenges if it will 

benefit or improve one’s quality of life.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tier I & II State/District Tournament Application (Team Declaration) 

2022-23 Tier I / Tier II Youth and Girls District and State Championships Declaration Form.  Please distribute 

to all Youth and Girls Tier I and Tier II teams.  Complete one form per team.  Also instruct them to complete 

the form on their computer but typing information into the blank fields.  There is a field for the team’s roster 

link.  Please instruct them to copy and paste the public roster link into that field.  Once the form is completed, 

have them save the form as the teams name such as: Ohio Blue Jackets Tier I 14U or something similar and 

then email the completed form to Lori and also print and mail the completed form with appropriate check(s) to 

Lori.  This way Lori gets the roster link which she can copy and paste into her spread sheet of teams.  Also 

make sure they understand the form must be signed, either electronically or with a written signature. 

Link- Tier I & II State/District Tournament Application (Team Declaration) 

 

https://cdn1.sportngin.com/attachments/document/777b-2768332/2022-23_Team_Declaration_Form__2_.pdf#_ga=2.112212929.413214257.1662927303-1942870725.1662927303
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                                               Safe Sport Locker Room Rules 

SafeSport expectations are in place to protect our children and keep them safe at all times while playing hockey 

at home and away. 

It is the responsibility of each program’s coaches to monitor locker rooms at home and away. The following 

rules should be followed: 

• Coaches are to be in the locker room when players are, and should be monitoring player behavior, 

dressing, and parents helping players 

• No one should be alone in the locker room at any time. This includes coaches, parents, players and 

siblings 

• Parents and volunteers should not be helping children with dressing, toileting or any other direct hands-

on assistance unless it is their own child. The only exception is if the parent or volunteer has 

been successfully screened through Mid-Am’s screening agency 

Safe Sport Program Handbook  pg19 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reminder: 

USA Hockey is committed to creating a safe and fair environment for all participants. Respect for the game, 

opponents, coaches, and officials is a critical part of that environment and it covers several different aspects of 

sportsmanship and fair play. This Declaration of Safety, Fair Play and Respect will guide a change in culture as 

to what is considered to be acceptable/unacceptable body checking and competitive contact at all levels of play. 

The Declaration clarifies and updates existing rules/definitions to emphasize the key points to more clearly 

outline what is deemed acceptable and unacceptable behavior 

What is the Declaration of Safety, Fair Play and Respect? 

When the USA Hockey Board of Directors ratified the Declaration of Safety, Fair Play and Respect in June of 

2019 its intent was to create a culture that eliminates: 1) hits to the head, 2) hits from behind and 3) late hits. 

The onus on modifying the culture lies with everyone in the game, from players, coaches and officials to media, 

parents, fans and administrators. 

While the focus of the Declaration is largely around changing the culture and mindset involved with body 

checking, there is also language that deals with unsportsmanlike conduct centered around banging on the boards 

to celebrate a body check. 

It should be noted that USA Hockey supports legal body contact and body checking. The culture shift is an on-

going effort to eliminate 1) hits from behind, 2) late hits and 3) hits to the head by more clearly defining body 

checking . 

It is recognized that this is an effort that will take time and focus that in the end will make the game better for 

all involved. 


