
 

ATHLETES
O F  T H E  W E E K

Offensive  Player
Gavin Speight

Defense Player
Daniel Oliver

Special Teams 
Buzz Flabiano

Volleyball Player
Ara Mckinzie

FOOTBALL SCORE
Plano East 35, Flower Mound 42

 NEXT WEEK: 
Plano East vs. Plano, Friday, Oct. 22, 7 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL SCORE
Plano East 0, Coppell 3

Plano East 0, Flower Mound 3

 NEXT WEEK:  Plano East vs. Plano, 5:30 p.m., Oct. 22
Plano East @ Lewisville, 5:30 p.m., Oct. 26

To become an Athletes of the Week sponsor contact Chad Engbrock at 972-442-5515 x 29.

S P O R T S| 972-442-5515 Thursday, October 21, 2021     3B

Early struggles prove 
costly for Panthers

continued from 1B

very well and will go back and 

watch the film and adjust to it. 
Sometimes you just need to find 
your check down and make the 
easy throw.”  

DeVillier and the Panthers 

then found momentum before 
the end of the first half. Getting 
a couple of stops on defense, 

Ismail Mahdi and the offense 
scored 14 unanswered in the 

third quarter to tie things up 

heading into the final frame. 
Mahdi finished the game with 
233 total yards and three touch-

downs. 
“We knew we had to get 

the running game going,” Mc-

Cullough said. “We’re a running 
team that sets up the play-action 
pass. We established that right 
away with the Wildcat forma-

tion to start the second half and 

it helped the offense and our 

young quarterback settle down. 
They were trying to speed the 

game up on us and play at a high 
tempo. We needed to play at our 
pace and did a better job in the 
second half. 

Despite the late comeback, 
the Jaguars scored two straight 

touchdowns to start the fourth 

quarter and kept the lead for 

good. After a late touchdown 
from Trevor Smith cut the 
Flower Mound lead to 42-35, 
the Panthers needed one more 
stop to get the ball back. 

With Flower Mound fac-

ing a third-and-long, quarter-

back Nick Evers — who had 

five touchdowns in the game 
— scrambled and was tackled 
short of the line to gain. The 
ball popped out and Plano East 

was celebrating a recovery, but 

the referees ruled it down before 

the fumble. Flower Mound was 
able to punt away and pin East 

inside their own 10. With a long 
field to go, Plano East’s last 
chance ended when a fourth-

and-17 pass fell incomplete. 
“We shut them down at times 

in the second half, but we have 

to be better on the defensive 

side of the ball,” McCullough 
said. “We started lining up and 
making tackles in the second 
half. If one person is out of their 
gap, a player like Nick Evers 

will take advantage. They didn’t 
run much in the past, but they 
did a good job of taking advan-

tage. We had some issues with 
that.”

Plano East will now look 

back into the win column next 
Friday at home against Plano 
(0-4, 1-6). With the Wildcats 
winless and the Panthers al-

ready with a win over Plano 

West this season, it’s an oppor-
tunity for East to have bragging 

rights in Plano and get their first 
home win of the season. 

“Our guys played with a lot 

of passion,” McCullough said. 
“Once we go back and clean up 

our mistakes we’ll rebound and 
play well. This is a good foot-
ball team and we’re still in the 
playoff hunt.” 

By Kyle Grondin 
kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

Last season, the Plano East 

hockey team wanted to build a 
culture.

In 2021, the team is now 
poised to make a run, starting 
the season undefeated. Open-

ing the season on Sept. 23, the 
Panthers are 4-0, led by an of-

fense that has scored 35 goals 

over the four games. For Pla-

no East head coach Thomas 
Joyce, the offense has been de-

veloping as he expected with 
the players in the program. 

“A big key to our success 
has been a large number of 
juniors and seniors on the 
squad,” Joyce said. “We have 
seven or eight seniors and an-

other seven or eight juniors. 
Between that and the amount 
of continuity we have, it’s 
been a big reason for our 4-0 

start.” 
Working with those kids 

who have gotten experience in 
the Plano East system, coach 
Joyce said he’s been able to 
guide them into a more struc-

tured style of play. At this 
point, he’s confident with all 
of his kids’ ability to operate 
the system effectively. 

“We have a veteran leader-

ship that can kind of call the 

shots,” Joyce said. “They run 
the games almost. I run the 
practices and help them out, 
but it’s a great feeling when 
you have several kids who you 

feel confident can get the job 
done.” 

The Panthers’ ability to op-

erate at the level was seen in 

their 8-5 win over Prosper on 

Oct. 14. Down by one goal 
heading into the final period, 
the Panthers scored the game’s 
final four goals to get the win. 
All of the goals in the frame 
were assisted, something 
coach Joyce said has been the 

key to their early success. 
“Last year, it was more 

unstructured,” Joyce said. “I 
wanted them to figure it out 
and play their way. This year 
we’re preaching the team con-

cept of passing. We can get 
pucks in deep and use puck 

movement with bodies in front 
of the net. Lots of passing 
keeps the defense moving.” 

The Panthers were led by 

Skylar Bawcom and Cale 
Morrow in the victory. 

Morrow finished with two 
third-period goals, while 

Bawcom had three points in 
the game, including the final 
goal. Taking a step forward 
as a junior, Bawcom is a part 
of the program’s vision that is 
beginning to be realized. He 
leads the varsity silver north 

division with 13 points and 

has seven goals and six assists.
“Playing as a team and 

playing in a system has been 
huge,” Joyce said. “Our board 
for Plano East bought into 

the long-term vision I had 
and were kind of enough to 

give me the four-year exten-

sion. They’re just buying into 
that system and I’m excited 
to build around this group of 

kids. There’s very little selfish 
play and the whole group is 

contributing.” 
Part of the success this sea-

son has been the turnout for 

the Plano East program. The 
Panthers have had some of 
their best numbers in years, 
something coach Joyce praised 
about coaching the team. 

“The summer season, we 
were able to field two JV 
teams and one varsity team,” 
Joyce said. “We nearly had 
three full teams this fall, but 
the numbers are way up for 
the Plano East team. That’s the 
fun part. We see the hype and 
the energy and we have kids 

just playing Plano East hockey 
and it’s a strong culture.” 

With the undefeated start, 

optimism is high for the Pla-

no East program. They sit tied 
atop the division standings 

with the most goals scored 
and best goal differential in 

the league. With a long season 
ahead, the Panthers are look-

ing toward a state champion-

ship opportunity.
“As long as they maintain 

what they’re doing, they can 
go far,” Joyce said. “Windows 
open up for teams and organi-
zations and with these juniors 
and seniors, we have a win-

dow the next two years to go 
win a state championship.” 

Plano East’s next game is at 
Plano West this Thursday, Oct. 
21. 

Veteran presence has Panthers undefeated

District 6-6A 
(As of Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2021) 

Team District      Overall
Lewisville 4-0 6-0

Hebron 4-0 4-3 
Marcus 3-1 5-2

Coppell 2-2 3-4
Flower Mound 2-2 3-4
Plano East 1-3 2-5 
Plano West 0-4 2-5
Plano 0-4 1-6

Last week’s results
Plano East 35, Flower Mound 42
Herbon 34, Coppell 12
Plano West 14, Marcus 37
Lewisville 44, Plano 15

Upcoming games
Week of Friday, Oct. 15, 2021
Plano @ Plano East
Flower Mound @ Plano West
Marcus @ Hebron
Coppell @ Lewisville

F. Mound.......21  07  00  14   —   42
Plano East......07  07  14  07   —   35

Scoring Plays
First Quarter

FM - Walker Mulkey 60-yard pass from 
Nick Evers (Reagan Tubbs PAT) 
FM - Walker Mulkey 26-yard pass from 
Nick Evers (Tubbs PAT)
FM - Nick Evers 8-yard run (Tubbs PAT)
PE - Ismail Mahdi 79-yard pass from Drew 
DeVillier (Buzz Flabiano PAT)

Second Quarter
FM - Nick Evers 1-yard run (Tubbs PAT)
PE - Drew DeVillier 1-yard run (Flabiano 
PAT)

Third Quarter
PE - Ismail Mahdi 5-yard run (Flabiano PAT)
PE - Ismail Mahdi 1-yard run (Flabiano 
PAT)

Fourth Quarter
FM - Nick Evers 4-yard run (Tubbs PAT)
FM - Peyton Porter 7-yard run (Tubbs PAT)
PE - Trevor Smith 30-yard pass from Drew 
DeVillier (Flabiano PAT)
                   F. Mound    Plano East
First Downs 21  21
Rushing-Yds 30-134     33-111
Passing Yds 306     289
Com-Att-Int 21-33-0     16-31-2
Penalties-Yds 7-51    7-40
Fumbles-Lost 0-0  1-0

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS:

RUSHING–Flower Mound: Nick Evers 13-
75, Cade Edlein 13-46, Peyton Porter 4-13.
Plano East: Ismail Mahdi 29-105, Rushil 
Patel 1-7, Drew DeVillier 3--1.
PASSING–Flower Mound: Nick Evers 21-
33-306-2-0.
Plano East: Drew DeVillier 16-30-289-2-2, 
Ismail Mahdi 0-1-0-0-0. 
RECEIVING–Flower Mound: Walker 
Mulkey 7-187, Cade Edlein 4-42, Beck 
Anderson 3-25, Caden Jensen 2-17, Jason 
Welch 2-16, Cole Smith 1-10, Boston Lin-
genfelter 1-7.
Plano East: Ismail Mahdi 6-128, Rushil Pa-
tel 6-77, Rowdy Keith 2-30, Trevor Smith 
1-30, Brian Dyer 1-24.
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Micah Laird corrals the loose puck for the Plano East hockey team.

Steve Korner/Courtesy Photo

Skylar Bawcom skates off with the puck for Plano East in 

their 8-5 win over Prosper on Oct. 14.
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