
RHA Board Meeting, May 15, 2023       
  
Thunderdome, 6:00 pm 
 
Board members present: Chris Dietrich, Brad Eggers, Robert Steffy, Christine Ritter, Ben 
Nelson, Ronda Simmons, David Bender, Sandra Weaver, Rachelle Williams, Becky Mann 

Guests: John Rankin (grandparent- house player) 
 

Call meeting to order- Chris Dietrich 6:01 pm 
Approve meeting minutes/agenda- motion made by Becky Mann, second by Bob Steffy, motion 
approved in vote. 
 

 
President’s Report (Chris Dietrich): 
Spring/Summer meeting & board nominations- Set for June 25th, with nominations due to 
secretary by June 17th for a ballot—due to volume of seats open. 

 
Christine went over the board listing & will get this to all RHA board members.  Question from a 
guest on how to get on the board- you need to be nominated; you cannot nominate yourself.   
Went over the levels covered and where we need board reps.  House still does not have a voted 
in board member.  Would like to keep a seat open for house, need mites and squirts, maybe 
peewee.  We are looking for younger families to join the board.  Most members aging out have 
been on the board since they had younger players.  Minnerath, Nuetzling, Norris all came up and 
possible nominees. Question on head coaches being nominated?  Coaches can join, but 
sometimes timing, agenda, etc. may make things tough. 
 
*Side discussion on recruitment.  Girls will be losing quite a few more players in a couple years. 
They tend to start later than boys, usually middle school, boys tend to get going at mites.  
Recruitment is different.   
 
6 seats will open, send a blast on social medica & email.  Outgoing members: Chris Dietrich, 
Christine Ritter, Mike Bartling, Konrad Reeder, Greg Chisolm and Doug Retzer.  Christine will 
get info out to the board and ready for posting/email. 
 
State Meeting Summary- Of the items to vote on, only the jersey and the video review were 
passed.  If a review is made- if someone on the committee was involved on the ice, will appoint 
another person, cannot “double dip” and rule twice on it.  
 



• Vote for requiring a medic on site failed- will need for state tourney.  (RHA and many 
assn. do provide a medic/trainer at the JV/V level). 

 
• Run time for squirts, motion failed. 

 
• Freeze 10, there was a motion to set a date, not based on the number of games played.  

We are required to play 50% of games prior to freezing for varsity.  Some organizations 
will hit the date proposed well before they hit the game mark.  This motion failed & will 
stay as is. 

 
• Motion that u14 girls needed to play 50% of the games for varsity failed. 

 
• Resurfacing rule- all teams seemed for this. 

 
• Sioux Falls had zero proposals on how to divide their teams so Pierre, Watertown and 

Sioux Falls reps will work to have a plan by July 1st to have to the board. 
 

• Brookings cut bantam players and doesn’t have a dedicated house league- they have the 
SF house program & the men’s league in Brookings.  SF has a large house program.   

 
• Dick Novak was honored and inducted into SD Hockey Hall of Fame, went well.  Would 

like to send more people next year.  Scholarships were awarded that night too. 
 

 

 
House Report: No report 

 
Financial Report (Robert Steffy): 
Commercial Insurance update- Contacted 6-7 brokers & got 2 quotes for insurance.  Hail 
damage deductible was raised from $10,000 to $25,000.  Not sure how long we will be able to 
keep this plan, it’s year to year if renewed.  Working with someone to see about rolling it all 
together to get a quote.  When he started as Treasurer, we paid $7,500/year and now up to 
$17,000/yr.  Really jumped since the insurance claim for the dig in- even though it was not paid 
by our insurance and we were not at fault.  He is hearing it is harder to insure private rinks and at 
some point, we may have to go thru the municipality. 
 
Chris sent the policy to the board & we voted via email to get approval in time and avoid any 
issues with coverage timelines.  See attached and end of notes. 

 
Credit Card status- BH Community Bank, will have 4 cards total with a $10,000 limit 
collectively.  Cardholders have paperwork to sign & will have their names on the cards.  They 



will NOT be liable for any RHA debt.  This will be used to help purchase for pro shop, 
concessions, building supplies, etc.  Steffy will submit paperwork tomorrow to the bank. 

 
Volunteer checks last season- $18,700 checks cashed total.  $15/hr, would like to move to 
$20/hr. Out of 3,800 hours in Dibs, over 1,000 were left unclaimed (1,500 the year prior out of 
5,000).   Over half of the checks are from the little house and mites, about $10,000.  

 
Motion made to increase volunteer hours from $15 to $20 per hour was made by Ben, second by 
Steffy.  Motion carried in vote. 
 
A&J (Park Bench) got in touch with Steffy in December- there were 6 invoices totaling $6,100 
outstanding.  (One was practice jerseys- squirt A team will take care of) 

 
Went over financials.  $18,000 higher than last year for operating expenses.  Loan interest wasn’t 
in there, we should break even.  Servall expenses went up- Steffy will look into this.   
 
Chase the Ace- $100 currently in the bank acct.  Sandra & Steffy discussed deposit so they can 
get it up and running. 

 
 

Building Committee (Ben Nelson, Brad Eggers): 
Wastewater Permit- Septic tank was pumped and is good for 6 years. 

 
Boards/Gate repair- New threshold for Zam doors. 

 
Warne Chemical spray quote- $846/yr. for weeds.  See attached at end of notes. 

 
Summer Projects- Picking up supports, Angie would like shelves extended in concession stand.  
Speaking with Sam about fixing where the rafters leak at the seam in the dryland room. Possible 
shed outside for the dividers and excess nets.  Dividers will be here in July and come on a large 
cart.  Discussion to just keep on the carts & find space this year. Removing flooring from 
dryland room to discourage shooting pucks due to damage being done, fixing the shooting area 
upstairs.   
 

Clean up days- need to send email, not everyone will catch social media post.   
 



 
Girls Program (Brad Eggers): Summer ice, going well.  Lots of attendance. 

 
 

Hockey Development Committee (HDC): Nothing new. 
 

 
Fundraising Report (Ronda Simmons):  
Chase the Ace status- Steffy reported earlier in meeting that this was approved by the Secretary 
of State and can start May 26th, will end May 31st next year. 

 
Discussion on how it works.  Will likely do the drawings off site and sponsored places- either 
paper or electronic. They met again in June and are working thru the rules & how to display it.  
Now working on Venmo or square.  Brad Lee worked with wings & Rings in the past- may 
stream there.  
 
Discussion on where to dedicate the funds- so people see where the money is going.  Would like 
this for the building fund, for ex roof repair, etc.  Square sends reminders so it will alert people 
as we are getting close each time. 
 

Sandra needs pay pal codes to set up the financials.  Brad Lee would like this to start pre-season. 
 
Gatorade Play It Forward $1,000 grant- Simeon Birnbaum won another grant and gifted 
RHA.  The first one was used for equipment to help grow our program.  Looking for a way to 
acknowledge at the rink, banner, etc. 
 

 
Executive Session: Non-board member guests were asked to please leave at this time so only 
board members would be present for this discussion.  Motion made to enter executive session 
made by Becky, 2nd by Ronda.   

 
Play Up Requests- RHA Tryout Policy states players need to make the top team, or they will 
need to return to their level.  There are some exceptions made for balancing teams, etc. 
 
Player request to try out for JV/varsity. Discussion on cuts made, about 4-5 last year, looked at 
numbers for all levels, discussion on where that player would fall, and concern of having a 



younger player with much older players (JV will have players thru senior year), also whether this 
would affect the teams Nationals chances.  Asked for HDC and coach input.  This player is 
trying out for multiple programs and would like an answer ASAP. 
 
Bantams will be low with 13-14 players plus goalie.  Discussion on the player and the levels.  
Fitting in, etc.   

 
Motion made to deny bantam play up made by Ronda, 2nd by David, motion carried in vote.  
Chris/Brad E will be in communication with family. 
 

Left Executive session. 
 
Discussion on board attendance.  Roll call is not taken verbally, but all attendance is recorded at 
each meeting.  Board members should be in contact if they cannot make it.  Discussion on how it 
affects the board when we cannot reach quorum and how levels are not being represented if their 
person is not coming to meetings.  No further motions made. 

 
Christine will send out info for the Summer Meeting and request board nominations.  All 
members of RHA in good standing are able to nominate.  You do not need to be a board 
member; you cannot nominate yourself.  Next board meeting will follow directly after the 
general meeting.  At that time, they will vote in their executive board- President and Secretary 
spots will be open, likely the VP spot too.  All executive board positions are able to be voted on 
yearly at this first meeting of the new board.  Only board members may vote on the executive 
board.  Next board meeting will be Sunday, June 25th at 6 pm in the Thunderdome.   

 
Motion to adjourn made by Brad E, 2nd by Ben, meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 


