
 1 

ISWA Monthly Meeting 

 

May 1, 2022 

 

Call to Order:  Meeting called meeting to order at 12:00 pm by Pat Culp.  Meeting was held via zoom 

and in office. 

  

Attendance: 

 

 In office: Ben Nicely, Mark Mundy 

 

Via Zoom: Pat Culp, Tina Fouts, Michelle Kaster, Mary Friedt, Jim Littlejohn, Jeanne 

Whetstone, Jennifer Ratliff, Lauren Rioux, Thomas Pompei, Roby Webster, Jimmy Tonte, 

Danny Struck, Jason DeLois, Linda Robinson, Ryan Parrish, and Jake O’Neill 

 

Staff:  Tina Tonte (via zoom), JD Minch (in office) 

 

Consultants:  

 

Guest:  

 

 

Secretary:  Tina Fouts  

▪ Presented April minutes, which were sent in advance through USAW Membership website to 

review and provide updates 

▪ Motion to accept minutes presented by Mary Friedt. 

▪ Jeanne Whetstone seconded the motion. 

▪ With the correction to the attendance log, Motion passed unanimously 

 

Treasurer:  Jeff Strueder provided prior to meeting (delivered by Tina Fouts) 

▪ Tina Fouts read through the Statement of Financial Position and Budget vs Actual report provided 

by Jeff Strueder, dated 4/25/22 

▪ No questions were posed 

▪ Roby Webster made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

▪ Jim Littlejohn seconded the report 

▪ Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2-Year Calendars 

▪ Pat Culp provided calendars, in advance, for the 2022-2023 year and the 2023-2024 year. 

▪ She asked that we all review the calendars and provide her with any changes that need to be 

processed. 

 

Old Business 

 

Middle School Tournaments 

▪ Pat Culp reported we are being asked to swap the order of Middle School Individual state 

tournament and Middle School state duals.  Middle School Duals are asking to be held the Sunday 

after high school sectionals and Middle School Individual State to be held on the Sunday after high 

school regionals. 

 

Freestyle/Greco State Tournament 
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▪ Mark Mundy stated that he talked to Pat about investigating the possibility of loading the truck 

for Freestyle/Greco state and keeping the truck throughout the week and driving it to Ft. Wayne 

for Central Regionals 

o If it isn’t cost prohibitive, it would save a lot of effort of loading and unloading twice at 

the office. 

▪ JD Minch reported that he had a quote that Mark Stevenson (who said this quote was the 

cheapest) from Penske in Franklin and it would be $1,446 (with 500 miles figured into the 

quote) to keep it the whole week. 

▪ It was determined that we need to check with Jeff Strueder to see what we paid for the weekend 

of Folkstyle State and make a determination if we want to do this or not. 

o Roby Webster suggested the final decision be made by the Executive Board 

o Tina Fouts said that she would take the lead on this and get the information from Jeff 

Strueder and speak with Pat Culp. 

▪ Roby Webster wanted to know who would not be in attendance at Freestyle/Greco state so that 

he can create the workers list to get to Pat Culp later today, for delivery early next week. 

o Thomas Pompei won’t be there until Saturday night, into Sunday 

▪ Roby Webster stated that he plans to have wrestlers enter door 33 and all others enter through 

door 31 on Friday. 

o Discussion was held regarding the younger wrestlers and the fact that parents may be 

upset to have their young wrestler enter a door without their parents.  Roby stated that 

he has no problem with parents entering door 33 with the younger wrestlers. 

 

Central Regionals 

▪ Ben Nicely reported that we still do not know the number of officials we have.   

▪ Mary Friedt said there are 14 mats.   

▪ We are able to enter the Coliseum on 9am Friday to set up.   

▪ Weigh ins at 6pm 

▪ Mary said table help is an issue.  She believes Jennifer Pierson was going to put the call out.  

Perks that table workers will get are free parking, free admission, free lunch. 

▪ Working on trying to find additional help locally and hoping to have standards and ropes to 

keep the masses away from the mats.   

▪ We might have to assess mats once it is laid and we get a visual on it.   

▪ Hospitality and planning for the social are underway.   

 

New Business 

 

2 Years of calendars 

▪ Ben Nicely stated that he will have the Officials’ clinic added to the calendars. 

▪ Reminder that 14U Duals will no longer be in Indiana beginning next year, so we will not be 

hosting 

▪ Central Regionals should not be in Indiana for 2023-2024 (unless there is a problem with the 

next state in rotation hosting the event).  It is on a 3-year rotation. 

 

Committee for Annual Meeting 

▪ Pat Culp will be putting together a committee for the annual meeting. 
 

Consultant & Staff Reports 

 

▪ Law & Legislation – Steve Pugliese 

o Not present.  No report 

• Sports Medicine – Nicole Moss 
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o Not present.  No report. 

• Technology – Chris Pruitt 

o Not present.  No report. 

• Olympic Wrestling Styles Consultant – Zach Errett 

o Not present.  No report. 

• Membership Staff – JD Minch 

o Athletes 9,499 athletes up 67% from last year; 66% new memberships  

o Leaders 1,247 up 9% from last year, 39% new 

o 202 current clubs up 11% from last year, 16% new 

o Sanctioned events 117 up 134% from last year 

o Certified Coaches 

▪ Gold – 1 

▪ Silver – 7 

▪ Bronze – 487 

▪ Copper – 740 

o Sent 2 control boxes for clocks.  They have been repaired and returned and tested 

o Our 20 interfaces have been updated with new software. Haven’t received a bill on this 

yet.  

o Extra Heartland gear has been returned to the office but not yet inventoried.   

o Soliciting help to load and unload equipment.  Truck has been reserved. 

o Truck will arrive at the office at 4pm on Friday, May 13th for loading. 

o Mark Stevenson will be driving the truck to Avon 

• State Services - Staff – Tina Tonte 

o The office is preparing for Freestyle/Greco State and Central Regionals. 

o Team Indiana registration – there was a change in the girls’ duals trip.   

o Changes had to be made to Sports Engine registration and a new flyer will be updated. 

o $300 cost for Girls’ 14U duals 

▪ Will be run similar to Heartland 

▪ 16U/Jr Girls’ Duals will be run like boys JR duals.    

o Small change to the letters that will be handed out at the podium. 

o Has been worked out with Jason DeLois and Pat Culp and revisions are on the website. 

o Will be focusing on the letters that will be handed out at the podium this week. 

o She did a revision to the flyer on the 28th and 29th.   

o Danny Struck provided detail about the clinician which has been added to the flyer. 

o Asked Section Directors to notify their clubs that these have been updated and that the 

most recent update was the 29th. 

o Girl’s will start at 10am as originally decided.  Jason DeLois said that Pat Culp notified 

him it would be at 9:15. 

o Tina Tonte asked him to check with Pat Culp about the final decision and why it was 

made. 

o Roby Webster made a suggestion to Tina Tonte on loading the truck and letting us 

know when we unload the truck, where certain things are placed in certain areas.  

o Tina Tonte wants to speak with him about where things are unloaded at Avon to make 

sure all things are in the appropriate area. 

 

Directors Reports 

 

Vice Chair– Administration – Ben Nicely 

▪ Nothing to report from the Disciplinary Committee 
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▪ Jen Ratliff reported that she has some tournament violation complaints that have come 

to her that need to be addressed.  Ben asked her to email the information to him. 

 

▪ Tournament Director – Roby Webster 

▪ Nothing additionally to report.   

▪ Wanted to let Danny Struck know that with the boys’ and girls’ tournament – when the 

state passes girls’ sanctioned wrestling, they will only be able to wrestle in girls’ 

tournaments – do we want to be proactive and look at girls’ only wrestling in girls’ 

tournaments.   

▪ Danny Struck said they (IHSAA) only ask numbers and want to know if we will 

continue to sustain growth.  He thinks we might want to discuss.  He will check to see 

how other states handle their USA Wrestling rules as opposed to NFHS rules.   

▪ Roby wanted people to think about it before the June meeting.   

▪ Jim Littlejohn asked if girls’ will be allowed to wrestle boys in IHSAA 

▪ Danny said it will be treated like basketball.  If it is sanctioned, they will not be able to 

wrestle on the boys’ teams. 

 

▪ Hospitality Director – Linda Robinson 

▪ Hospitality – she needs information for the social for central regionals – will up the 

numbers slightly.   

▪ Will be sending contract to Pat Culp and Jeff Strueder to review. 

▪ The coliseum does breakfast and lunch for the tournament workers. 

▪ Will have snacks.   

▪ Freestyle will go as normal.  

▪ Scholarship – Committee met via zoom last week and on the call was Mary Friedt, 

Michelle Kaster, Mark Galka, and Linda Robinson (Mark Stevenson could not attend) 

▪ Out of 13 applications, they came up with a decision as a group, for the winners.   

▪ Was very hard to determine winners – had some extremely excellent candidates this 

year.   

▪ For Rollie Hoover Memorial Scholarship - Drake Buchanan from Center Grove; for 

John Schattner Memorial Scholarship - Zach Wilson from Roncalli; for Mike Dowden 

Memorial Scholarship - Brody Baumann from Evansville Mater Dei; for the Founders 

Scholarships - Benjamin Edwards from Yorktown, Toriana Buchanan from West Vigo; 

Zeke Seltzer from Cathedral; Kody Glithero from Roncalli. 

▪ Working on getting letters out by Friday of this week.   

▪ Will notify office when the letters have been delivered. 

 

▪ Pairing Officials Developmental Director – Jennifer Ratliff  

▪ Mainly fielding questions for Freestyle/Greco state right now. 

▪ Need to look at USA links for freestyle – Cadet through SR/Veteran have moved down 

to 2 minutes but we show 3 minutes.   

▪ Ben Nicely and Jake O’Neill feel we should change to follow USA wrestling.   

▪ Tina Tonte will need to change flyer on the website.   

▪ Tina Tonte asked that Jen to email the office and send email to all affected individuals 

of the change in periods 

 

▪ Indiana Representative to National Pairings – Jean Whetstone 

▪ Has been helping with tournaments and working with Central Regionals and 

committees on a national level. 

 

▪ Equipment Director – Jonah Odum 
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▪ Not present. Report via email. 

▪ Gear - All gear has been ordered with the exception of Fargo and Junior Duals. I spoke 

with Isaac and Tom Hall and they are working to get this done. 

▪ Rudis+ emails were sent out from the office (thank you Tina Tonte!) and getting some 

interest. 

▪ Kids Nationals - Communicated the changes to the coaches and both Sean Schmaltz and 

Chad Red will have kids signed up so just waiting on the official sign-ups. 

▪ Has three signed who have committed and three more who are interested. This is 

outside of Sean and Chad’s numbers so we will see how it goes. 

 

▪ Mat Officials Developmental Director – Mark Mundy 

▪ Trying to cover events for the season.   

▪ A couple of changes to be made in the amount of tolerance we have for coaches’ 

behavior will be a bit stricter than in the past.   

▪ Will encourage them to hand out more yellow cards.   

▪ All conversations will happen in front of the camera.   

▪ We are losing young/new officials because of coaches’ behaviors. 

 

▪ Folkstyle Referees Developmental Director – Jim Littlejohn 

▪ Wants to echo what Mark Mundy said about losing officials 

▪ We are having a hard time recruiting but are losing young officials due to coaches’ and 

parents’ behaviors.   

▪ We are wanting the officials to police the corners at the state events and their focus 

should be on the mat.   

▪ Something needs to be done about all the individuals who are flooding the mats and not 

paying attention to the ropes.   

▪ Had group of 6 officials who went to Folkstyle Nationals and 6 to Heartland Duals.   

▪ Have been really well represented from Indiana.   

▪ He gets compliments on the professionalism.   

▪ This is his 6th year to be the head official at Cedar Falls and 8th year for pre-season 

nationals.   

▪ Pete Isais has asked him to remain in this position.   

▪ Date change from Heartland Duals – next year 2023 will be 3/24 – 26.   

▪ He is Assistant Head Official for Heartland Duals.  

▪ 2024 we will want to check with Iowa to see what the dates will be 

 

▪ Logistics Director – Lauren Rioux 

▪ Has submitted rooming lists for Freestyle/Greco State and Central Regionals. 

▪ Also submitted information for hotels for 14U Duals, Cadet duals, and Junior duals 

▪ Working on busses this week. 

 

▪ Section 1 – Mark Galka 

▪ Not present. Report via email 

▪ Reminding wrestlers to make sure they get minimum two freestyle events before state 

finals May 13-15th 

▪ Still have two events in his area. 

▪ Also making sure we have the correct numbers and weight class sizes for champion t-

shirts for Freestyle Men and Women along with Greco Roman Champion Shirts 

▪ Women’s Freestyle medals need to be separated from Men’s ahead of tournament 

▪ Will assist on hosting Coach Jim Gruenwald, 2X Olympic wrestler that Danny Struck 

kindly recruited for the USA table.   
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▪ Will also assist and work the awards table. 

▪ Doesn’t think word is getting out to all the high schools for the ISWA scholarship 

awards.  Will pursue this on his own next season and would like the Board office to 

send letters to HS wrestling coaches in March 2023. 

 

▪ Section 2– Mary Friedt 

▪ Working on Central Regionals. 

▪ Clubs in her area are great about helping with things in their areas. 

▪ 2 new clubs were sanctioned and she has reached out to them.    

 

▪ Section 3 – Jennifer Pierson 

▪ Not present. Report via email. 

▪ Working with Section 3 on upcoming tournaments. 

▪ Reminding clubs about these tournaments. 

▪ Finishing individual table help sign-up using Genie for Central Regionals 

▪ Finalizing the video for Freestyle/Greco/Women’s Freestyle State.   

 

▪ Section 4– Mark Stevenson 

▪ Not Present. No Report.   

 

▪ Section 5 – Michelle Kaster 

▪ Following up with clubs. 

  

▪ Vice Chair – Jim Tonte – Programs 

▪ Reported that Josh Curry and Nick Hull are still in Las Vegas, coaching 

 

▪ State Coaches Director – Danny Struck 

▪ Preliminary coaches list us been sent in- added matt Joyce to junior duals- talking with 

a few coaches on cadet duals- all other trips are done, and might add more for Fargo 

▪ Would like to talk- in small group not on a meeting- about coaches’ bands, possibility 

of adding a hotel room for one worker- but going back to our old system? It took less 

time and we gave away less freebies IMO 

▪ Jim Gruenwald is our ISWA State Clinician- he is a 2x Olympian and 3x world team 

member- he will do signings Friday and Saturday and a clinic on Sunday 

▪ For those interested the IHSWCA clinic is Friday before state - never done it like this 

before- as state was always week prior- but left the date to see if coaches liked the idea 

of doing g it all in one weekend- we have Brian Smith of Mizzou, Matt Cates of Penn 

strength coach, and as a clinic gift the IHSWCA is buying 50 of Jim Gruenwald's books 

to hand to coaches 

▪ Jeff RTC is going well with 40 kids per night, next week Rob McCabe of Kentucky 

Weslyan College and following that Brandon Reed 3x NAIA champ 

▪ Meeting with IHSAA on Monday about women's wrestling sanctioning 

 

▪ .Cadet/Junior Director –Jake O’Neill 

▪ Camp for Cadet and Junior Duals have been finalized. 

▪ They are separate but both at Marian University. 

▪ Buses will be leaving from Marian and returning to Marian for their trips. 

▪ He is working with Lauren Rioux and team leaders on details. 

▪ Thomas Pompei and he are finalizing coaches list for Fargo, and mentoring them 

through the process. 
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▪ Olympic Styles Development Director – Nick Hull 

▪ Not Present.  No Report 

▪ Jimmy Tonte reported that duals tournament next week. 

▪ He has been made aware about updating the graphics on the website (per Tina Tonte) 

▪ Is working on videos 

 

▪ Kid’s Director – Jason Miller 

▪ Not present.  Report via email. 

▪ Heartland Duals went well. 

▪ Extra Gear has been returned to the office. 

▪ Awards for team are in the office. 

▪ Looking forward to 14U duals and prepping for that. 

 

▪ Regional Training Center Director – Josh Curry 

▪ Not Present.  No Report. 

▪ Jimmy Tonte reported that RTC’s have had some ups and downs.   

▪ We have had some college coaches at RTC’s and good clinicians.   

▪ Danny Struck said we have chosen 2 of our coaches from those that have been active in 

RTCs.   

▪ Danny has been trying to visit RTCs in the southern part of the state.   

▪ Jimmy Tonte said that most of them are using the USA attendance program.   

▪ Tina Tonte thought that Franklin was doing a testing program with their RTC and USA 

Wrestling brought to her attention that the RTC can have a check-in of its own instead 

of using a club check-in.   

▪ USA wants access to the check-in sites.   

▪ Per Dave Matthews, it needs to be a check-in specific to RTC sites.   

▪ She was going to give this information to Josh. 

 

▪ Team Leader Director – Thomas Pompei 

▪ Has a Zoom call Tuesday with Fargo team leaders to show them how to access 

information on the website and will talk with them in person at state.   

▪ They know to be at awards stand at state.   

▪ Jonah Odum is starting to need the sizes of coaches’ gear for Fargo.   

▪ Danny Struck will forward information to Jonah and Thomas to sort through. 

 

▪ Women’s Director – Jason DeLois  

▪ Women’s advisory committee has talked about a questionnaire about Folkstyle state.  

Thinking of asking the following questions: 

1. How did you feel about 2 different buildings?  

2. What could we have done better? 

3. What did you like/dislike about Folkstyle state? 

4. Were you happy with the way weigh-ins run?  

5. Would you prefer men’s and women’s Folkstyle State be held on the same 

or on separate weekends? 

▪ Heartland Duals report – 5-4 on the weekend, placing 5th overall.   

▪ Impressed with skills shown on the mat.   

▪ Two wrestlers got MVW: Aleksandra Bastaic, went 8-1 and Paislee Chambers, went 7-

2.  

▪ Coming up soon - National Junior/14U Girls – June 14-18, 2022 Cox Business Center 

100 Civic Center, Tulsa, OK 74103.   
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▪ Decided to structure the trip like the Heartland Duals trip so that parents can go if they 

are so inclined, then the team Indiana trip will not include costs for transportation and 

rooms 

▪ Camp at Warrior RTC 

▪ Coaches are Paul Rademacher and Sam Snow 

▪ Gear will be passed out at camp 

▪ Asked Lauren Rioux about bus (when leaving) and hotel rooms.  

▪ Lauren Rioux reported that hotels are booked and she is waiting to hear back from Tom 

Hall and cadet team leader to determine when the bus is leaving.   

▪ She believes it is the morning of the 13th from Marian University.   

▪ Jason DeLois asked Tina Tonte about referee and paying dual team fees.   

▪ He thinks that she shouldn’t worry about paying dual teams fee as he has a good 

relationship with the tournament director, and he let him bring a check with him in the 

past.   

▪ Official should come through Mark Mundy.  Mark told Jason to give him the 

information today so that he can arrange the official for the trip.   

▪ Junior/14U asked about trip cost difference if they already have gear (Jimmy and Tina T 

said $150 is the difference).   

▪ 2022 Fargo women’s coaches – Team leader Jason DeLois, Coaches Paul Rademacher, 

Sam Snow, Jeremy Goodlett, Doug Strayer? Sarah Torbert?   

▪ Indiana took 19 girls to Fargo last year; it is hard to determine the numbers in advance. 

▪ Would like 4 coaches with him.   

▪ Katie Kriebl is going to USA Wrestling and Amy Hildebrandt is moving to Japan and 

they had been on the list.  

▪ Ben Nicely can help Jason with the google forms, etc. for the survey. 

 

▪ Cultural Exchange Director – Lou Silverman 

▪ Not present. Report via email.   

▪ Have had 1 athlete dropped from Budapest because of a conflict so we have 1 opening. 

▪ If we know of anyone interested, contact Lou Silverman and/or Danny Struck, per 

Jimmy Tonte. 

▪ Meeting with families at Avon for the trip.   

▪ Tina Tonte said Lou made a comment that there is an interested person and wanted to 

know if an out of state wrestler could take the spot if we become desperate to fill the 

spot.   

▪ Danny Struck said USA wrestling says we can, but do we want to? 

▪ Jimmy Tonte said he thinks that we want to fill it with Indiana athlete, but if we don’t 

fill it, we should fill it with whoever we can. 

 

▪  Folkstyle Developmental Director – Ryan Parrish 

▪ Heartland Duals went well on the elementary side.   

▪ Ended up placing 7th out of 30 teams.   

▪ Will have to leave at about 5 o’clock on weigh-in night for freestyle, for a baseball 

game. 

 

Additional items 

 

August 6th – budget meeting 

 

Mark Mundy motioned to adjourn the meeting 

Jim Littlejohn seconded the motion 
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Meeting Adjourned @ 2:04pm 

 

Next Meeting will be June 26 at 12:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tina Fouts 

ISWA Secretary 


