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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

A lot of exciting things are happening and 
the Alumni Association would like to 
request your help. We’re looking for 
additional members to join our growing 
organization as we have several 
committees in need of support.  If you 
have interest in helping our committee 
chairs in the following committees we 
have interest in you. Web-Site, Reunions, 
Annual Events, Fund Raising, 
Publication, Scholarships, Hall of Fame, 
History of BHS, Hospitality, Advisory 
roles. Contact me, Rusty Knudsen 
bhsalumni74@gmail.com and come join 
us at our next meeting. You can find our 
Schedule for meetings at the end of this 
newsletter or on our web site.   
 
We have enjoyed our annual Alumni Golf  
and Baseball Events as well as 
recognized our BHS Alumnus of the Year 
and awarded scholarships to those 
worthy students this past May. 
	
We are looking for a web master to help 
us grow our reach as well as work with 
providing an intuitive format for allowing 
easy navigation through our site and it’s 
wonderful content. Interested? Contact 
me at bhsalumni74@gmail.com  

 

Burlingame High School 
Alumni Association 

Mission 

The BHS Alumni Association is a non-
profit organization. Its purpose is to 
foster, maintain and support a mutually 
beneficial relationship between alumni 
and BHS. The Board of Directors, 
comprised of BHS alumni, governs the 
Association by setting policy, providing 
guidance for the Association's programs 
and activities, and represents the 
interests of alumni to the school, students 
and employees of BHS. Service on the 
Board of Directors is open to any 
interested alumnus. 
 

Vision Statement 
The BHS Alumni Association is a 
dynamic organization that is recognized 
as a valuable resource to the BHS 
community. A dedicated Board of 
Directors will partner to effectively offer 
programs and Alumni Services that foster 
BHS traditions and preserve a passion 
for a life-long involvement with the 
school. 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To champion an enduring relationship 
between Burlingame High School and its 
alumni.  
 

Guiding Principles 
1) Build relationships and a sense of 
camaraderie among students, faculty and 
alumni  

2) Engage alumni and students through 
the preservation of tradition and pride 

3) Recruit alumni to actively promote 
BHS and showcase the Alumni 
Association as an essential partner of the 
overall Burlingame Community. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

BHS Principal  
Paul Belzer 

 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

The new school year brought changes in 
staffing, including a new principal. I am 
pleased to welcome Principal Paul Belzer 
to Burlingame High School! For the past 
ten years, Mr. Belzer has served as 
Principal of Mills High School, one of our 
sister schools in our district. After 
receiving his Bachelor of Science from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
Master of Arts in Education from San 
Francisco State, he began his career as 
an English teacher at West High School 
in the Kern High School District and at 
Half Moon Bay High School.  
 
Outside the classroom, he served as a 
varsity soccer coach. He then went on to 
accept an Assistant Principal position at 
Half Moon Bay High School and 
Capuchino High School. A resident of 
San Mateo, he and his wife have two 
children, both of whom attend Aragon 
High School this year. He enjoys outdoor 
activities such as skiing, camping, and 
hiking. With his knowledge of our district, 
he will be a strong advocate for our 
students and staff. 
	
Go Panthers! 
	
	
	



BHS - Panther’s in  
The News 

Two BHS Alumni on CBS's 
Survivor - Season 33 

By Jeff Tateosian	
	
As a teen, Mary Ann used to be my 
favorite castaway (with apologies to 
Ginger).  Fifty years later, Burlingame 
High School had two alumni (Adam Klein 
and Mari Takahashi) included in CBS's 
Survivor: Millennials vs. Gen X, last Fall.  

 
L-R on the set of Survivor, Mari and Adam 
 
Mari Takashashi, 31, currently resides in 
Los Angeles.  Graduating in the BHS 
class of 2002, Mari is an online-gamer.  
Her claims to fame include dancing at a 
professional level and reaching the 
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.  
"Competitive" doesn't even start to tell 
her story.  When asked to describe 
herself before the show started, she 
responded by saying, "I am tenacious.  I 
love winning.  I play to win.  I compete 
every single day.  Video games keep my 
mind sharp, my hand eye coordination on 
point, and constantly hungry to get that 
“W.”  “A background in ballet will shatter 
everyone else’s chance of dominating in 
any balance challenge.  My social game 
is calculated and precise.  Social strategy 
is what I do.  One doesn’t accrue 35 
million+ fans across the Internet on 
chance.  It’s strategic…calculated… 
technical… smart.  And this is exactly 
how I will play and win Survivor."    
 
Unfortunately, her calculating nature 
probably had something to do with her 
being the second person voted off the   
island.  It came as a shock to her and the 

rest of us, as she looked like a very 
strong player.  Trying to take the lead, 
some in her Millennial tribe thought that 
she might be one of the biggest threats 
and blindsided the group by narrowly 
voting her off.   
 

 
 
Speaking afterwards, she said, “I love 
this generation and I love being a part of 
it.  To be honest with you, I was really 
proud to be on the Millennial tribe as I’m 
on the older side of the Millennials.  I 
grew up on VHS and no Internet, so I 
understand both sides.  Being a child of 
the '90s really has an advantage in that 
sense.   
 
I danced for 27 years so I have a 
traditional, very rigid ballet background 
that I know is in line with Gen X and their 
values that you have to earn your stripes.  
I can’t tell you how disappointed I am that 
I didn’t get to the merge (with the other 
tribe) because I thought I could have 
gotten along with those Gen’Xers!”  
 
The second BHS Alumni on Survivor 
Season 33 is Adam Klein, 25.  A 
member of the BHS class of 2009, Adam 
was a leader in every aspect of the word.  
 

 

Adam excelled at both Burlingame High 
School and at Stanford University, 
winning top awards at both schools.  
Some of his accomplishments at 
Burlingame High include; Student Body 
President (all four years), Student of the 
Year (as a senior), Student Member on 
the District Board of Education, President 
of the District-wide Student Government, 
awarded the ‘Best Actor’ award (all four 
years), and graduated Valedictorian.    
 
Other involvement includes Regional 
Director of Students for Barack Obama, 
Co-Founder of the Karma Initiative Club, 
President of the American Cancer 
Society club, and was voted 
Homecoming King.  After graduation, he 
was selected by the CA Department of 
Education as one of two delegates from 
California to the US Senate.  There, he 
became a Climate Policy Intern for 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, where he 
contributed to energy and environment 
research and policy recommendations.  
His achievement continued at Stanford, 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa with 
Distinction.  
 
Outside of work, Adam has donated 
much of his time towards causes that 
were important to him.  While at BHS, he 
became the Event Chair for Relay for 
Life.  Adam was responsible for the 
growth from less than 10 youth teams in 
2004 to over 550 in 2008, making it the 
largest youth Relay in California.  He 
motivated students to raise money and 
fight cancer through public speeches, 
ultimately raising over $135,000 in 2008 
alone.  That year, Adam received the 
Jefferson Award for Public Service and a 
Proclamation from the City of Burlingame 
for outstanding service.   
 
This same attitude helped him to 
succeed being selected over tens of 
thousands of applicants to be a 
participant on Survivor.  Unfortunately, 
his mom, Susie Klein, contracted lung 
cancer in the months prior to leaving for 
the show's filming.  Adam was 
understandably torn as to whether to go 
on the show because of her cancer.  
After all, once he left, he would be gone 
for over six weeks with no access to 
internet or communication with family.  
She gave him her blessings; she wanted 
him to fulfill the dream that he had had 
since he was a child. 
 
On the first episode, he said it was tough 
not to cry when he arrived on the beach 
thinking of his mom.  This would make 
him appear weak and put him at a 
disadvantage with the other contestants.   
Adam said he had more motivation than 
the others because he was playing for 
Susie more than himself.  The hardest 



part of the show was not trying to survive 
on the island without comforts, it was not 
knowing about her health back home.    
 
Adam was an outstanding contestant.  
Having watched the show since he was 
nine years old, he had literally viewed 
every episode of every season.  His 
strategy worked to perfection.  He 
survived 17 tribal councils, ending up as 
one of the final three contestants.  In 
December, the “Live Finale” aired and 
Adam beat out his two worthy opponents 
to win Season 33.  It was the first time in 
the show's history that the verdict was 
unanimous.  He garnered all 10 votes 
from his fellow castaway jurors and 
walked away with a cool $1,000,000.   
 
As soon as he arrived in Los Angeles 
after the filming, he took the first plane 
home.  He was able to see Susie and tell 
her about the show shortly before she 
passed away.  Adam dedicated the time 
he spent on the show to building a 
platform discussing the threat of lung 
cancer in an attempt to spread 
awareness and ultimately to raise money 
to help fight the illness that claimed his 
mother at 60 years old.  If you would like 
to help his cause, please go to: 
www.youcaring.com/SusieKlein.   
 
After winning Survivor, Adam donated 
$100,000 from his winnings to Stand Up 
To Cancer.  He continues to raise money 
for her cause and through his efforts, has 
raised over $400,000 to date.  
 

 
 
Knowing the Klein family for over 25 
years, I am truly proud of what Adam 
accomplished, especially considering the 
difficult circumstances.   
 
Adam, congratulations for making all of 
the BHS Alumni very proud.  You indeed 
have fulfilled your dream and the 
commitment to your mom.   
	

	

 
 

 
 

The Official BHS Alumni  
Web-Site 

 
We have made the move to an “Official” 
BHS Alumni Website, which is where you 
will get the newsletters, reunion 
information and all things assigned to 
Burlingame High School. Don’t be fooled 
or confused with other sites like 
Classmates.com or AlumniClass.com. By 
their own admission, they are not 
affiliated with BHS. Please follow your 
alumni and school activity on the only 
sanctioned Website dedicated to 
Burlingame High School Alumni. If it 
doesn’t say, “Official Website Of The 
Burlingame High School Alumni 
Association”, then it isn’t. You will find 
us on the website listed below at 
http://burlingamealumni.org/ Please sign 
in and register on the BHS Alumni site 
today, it looks like the picture below. 
 

 
 
Past Alumni Newsletters (called Panther 
Postscripts) can also be found online as 
well as Hall of Fame inductees, Alumnus 
of the Year, In-Memory of alumni and 
soon the Photo Gallery section.   We also 
have a new Reunion Guide that gives 
many ideas and suggestions, including a 
timeline if your class is just starting to 
plan its reunion. Find more under 
Reunion Section on page 3. 

 
 

BHS ALUMNI 
 APPAREL 

 
Show your spirit by purchasing apparel 
from our website and the BHS Alumni	

Store. There you will find: Tee-Shirts, 
Pro-Celebrity Polo Shirts, ¼ Zip Sport-
Tek Sweatshirt and Black Hoodies from 
Port and Company along with Baseball 
style hats in Red and Black.  The 
proceeds will support our scholarship 
program and other student activities. 
Thanks to BHSAA Board Member Len 
Lubrano ’64 for championing this effort. 
 
Below is a picture of the actual Logo 

 
http://burlingamealumni.org/catalog.php 

 

 
Hoodie, Polo Shirt and ¾ Zip Sweatshirt 
 

 
Different Tee Shirts, Black baseball Hats 
 

 
Tee shirts and Red Baseball Hats 
 
To place your order, go to the site above. 
Please look at the approximate 
measurements to determine size.  All 
items are unisex.  There is a slight 
variation between brands and it seems 
the t-shirts run a little small. The qualities 
of the shirts are very good. We hope to 
see you wearing your BHS Alumni 
apparel at all the BHS events. 



IN MEMORIUM 
 

John Rando (Teacher)…......……..12/16 
Bill Bradford ’58………………….…2011 
Douglas Price ’49………………..….3/17 
Darrell LaMontagne ’49…………...12/16 
Lianne Dozier ‘45……………..….….2/17 
Arnold Lambrook ’56…………..…..2017 
Merrill “Dean” Anderson ’48….…11/16 
Grey Whipple ’55………………….…5/17 
Donald Peter (Teacher) ’76-’91…...2017 
Thornton C. Bill ’60…………..…….2014 
Patricia Rafferty Boyle ’69…………6/17 

 

BHS Alumni –  
Lifetime Members 

 
Lifetime membership donations to the 
BHS Alumni help support your Alma 
Mater in many ways. The fees collected 
go towards funding Hall of Fame and 
other Alumni events that help raise 
money for athletic programs as well as 
provide funds used towards scholarships 
that are awarded each May to a select 
few students. 
 

Our newest Lifetime Members: 
Peter Cleaveland, Patricia Young, 
Richard Tuttle, Caroline Hickson, Joan 
Sellers, Daniel Dean, Kimberly 
Rosales 

Thank You for your Support of BHS 
 

BHS  
Alumni Reunions  
Coming This Fall 

 
Have a reunion coming up? Laura 
Hesselgren and Jan Privitera, Class of 
’75 are the Reunion Committee chairs for 
you reunion assistance. They can be 
reached at the following email address; 
ReunionAnnouncements@BurlingameAl
umni.org and are able to help you plan 
your next reunion.  
Did you know you could schedule a tour 
of the school as part of your reunion? 
Most reunions tour on Friday 
afternoon.  Linda McLaughlin conducts 
the tours.  She is a former BHS teacher 
and granddaughter to Mrs. Beeman’s 
(Dean of Girls in the ‘50’s & ‘60’s).   You 
can contact her at the following 
bhs_turns100@burlingamealumni.org.   
 
Classes of 1957, 1967, 1968, 1970, 
1977, 1987, 1992, & 2006 are planning a 
reunion this year! Check the reunion 
page at burlingamealumni.org for further 
details as they are provided to us! 
 
Class of 1962 is getting ready to host 

their 55th Reunion, Saturday October 7, 
2017 at Washington Park (main picnic 
area) from noon to 5pm. BBQ lunch 
catered by Armadillo Willy’s - $22.00 per 
person, or bring your own if you prefer. 
Check out the website: 
www.burlingame62.com Contact Louise 
Brucato Hall for questions at: 
ziaweezie@msn.com or 408-348-1535 
 

 
Class of 1967-Roger Graham says come 
join us for our 50th reunion! The 3-day 
event consists of Friday, September 8th 
at 6:00pm-No host cocktails at the Vinyl 
Room, 221 Park Rd. in Burlingame on 
Saturday, September 9th, 11:30-Picnc 
in front of BHS-bring your own lunch, 
2:00pm-Tour of BHS with our own Linda 
Vickery McLaughlin, 5:00pm-The Main 
Event at Embassy Suites, 150 Anza 
Blvd, Burl.-Cocktails, dinner & live 
entertainment 
Sunday, September 10th, 9:30-No Host 
Brunch at Embassy Suites 
For more info: ragdds@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
Class of 1968 Melissa Leed Kurtz 
wrote next year it will be 50 years since 
we all stood on a stage saying “Goodbye 
Burlingame High School, Hello World”. 

During those 50 years we have all done 
some stuff, seen some stuff, been 
through some stuff, made some stuff, 
learned some stuff, wished we had 
learned some other stuff, wished we had 
done some other stuff but here we are. 
What stories we all have to tell. What 
better place to tell them than at a 50th 
Reunion! 

To get the planning started for this 
momentous event, your Reunion 
Committee met on January 8, 16  at 
BHS. We hope to have a date and venue 
soon to give everyone ample time to 
save the date and make travel plans and 
reservations because we want to see 
everyone there! 

Our current thinking is to find a fun, 
memorable place to hold this wonderful 
event on a Saturday evening in 
September/October 2018. Then continue 
the conversations the next day picnicking 
in Washington Park by the High School. 

We’ve started gathering information on 
venues for the Saturday night event. Any 
ideas, thoughts or suggestions you may 
have to help us make this a special event 
would be most welcome. 

If you would like to get involved, let us 
know. We need you. Please join us. 
There is plenty to do over the next two	
years and during the event. 

As plans develop, we will do our best to 
keep you informed via email, our 

Facebook page which is “Burlingame 
High School Class of 1968” and the 
official BHS Alumni site which is 
“burlingamealumni.org”. Your BHS Class 
of 1968 50th Reunion Committee Steve 
Marcus, Maureen Mazzarella Redmond, 
Nick Themelis, Jere Rae-Mansfield, Mary 
Ann Hardwicke Schabinger, Joyce Kuby 
Robbins, Karen Waring Patterson, Linda 
Elliott Zider, Linda Gutierrez Zempel, 
Marilynn Vandor, Jeannie Hazelrig, Marty 
Stewart Huff, Alison Okada Wollitzer, 
Tina Hittenberger, Darlene Horn Posehn, 
and Melissa Leeds Kurtz 

Class of 1977 40th reunion on October 
14, 2017 at Poplar Creek. 
They are inviting classes of 1976, 
1978, 1979 and 1980 to join them. 
Details to follow. Questions? ask the 
reunion chair, Amy Feiner at: 
amyfeiner@att.net 
 

 
Eileen Hunt McKeagney, Class of 1987 
says: Hey Panthers! It’s On! Our 30-Year 
High School Reunion will take place the 
weekend of October 20-22, 2017. We 
need as many alumni as possible to 
purchase tickets soon so that we can 
make the hotel deposit.   
 
Friday Oct 20: Meet for the Varsity 
football game BHS vs. Atherton at 7:00p 
Pre-Game Campus Tour at 4:00 
Pre-Game Picnic at adjacent Washington 
Park from 4:00p-7:00p 
 
Saturday Oct 21: Reunion Party at 7:30 
to 11:00p at the Doubletree Hilton Hotel, 
835 Airport Blvd., in Burlingame. 
Cocktails, finger foods, and 
entertainment with an appearance from 
The Blues Brothers Band.  
 
Sunday, Oct 22: No-Host breakfast at 
the Doubletree Hotel 
For more info, visit our website 
www.burlingame87.com. Or email Eileen 
Hunt-McKeagney emckeagney@cox.net 
or Vicky Huang-Doering at 
vicky@airseatours.us 
 
BHS Upcoming Reunions  
 
Class of 1962 October 7th at Wash Park  
Class of 1967 September 9th, 2017 
Class of 1968 September 28-30, 2018 
Class of 1970 September 2, 2017 
Class of 1977 October 14 (incl ‘76-’80)   
Class of 1987 October 20-22 

 
Reunion Info Coming Soon 

 

Classes of 1957, 1992, 2006 
Check back on our website as we receive 
more info www.burlingamealumni.org  
 
 



BHS Sports  
Hall of Fame 2016	

 
Burlingame High School  

2016 Hall of Fame Inductees 
 
Quite a collection of great coaches 
and athletes were celebrated as the 
latest inductees to the Hall of Fame.  
If you have nominations for this 
event please forward them to 
bhsalumni74@gmail.com . 
 

	
Ed Larios is a very 
celebrated coach at 
BHS from 1986-
2004. He was a 
coach for both 
Frosh/Soph and 
Varsity teams in Golf, 
Basketball, Baseball 
and Football while at 

BHS. From ’86 – ’96 Ed was Varsity 
Football Defensive Coordinator winning 3 
PAL Championships and having 10 
winning seasons. As the Head Football 
Coach in ’97-’98, Ed won the PAL 
championship and was recognized as PAL 
Coach of the Year and San Mateo Times 
All County Football Coach of the Year. In 
’99 as Head FS Football coach they won 
the PAL Championship. From ‘92-’04, Ed 
coached the FS Girls Basketball team 
winning 8 PAL Girls Basketball 
Championships. From ’00-’04, Ed coached 
Boys Varsity Golf and won 2 PAL 
Championships, placing 4th in CCS. In ’03-
’04 Ed established the first Girls Golf team 
and help bring this sport into SMUHSD as 
an official sport. Ed is a well-respected 
coach who also played locally at San 
Francisco State where he is also a football 
Hall of Fame inductee. Ed played one year 
under Norm van Brocklin and the Atlanta 
Falcons. Ed started the BHS Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1994. 
 

 
	
	Rich Sciutto 
coached at BHS 
from 1995 -2010. He 
is the most 
successful baseball 
coach at BHS 
having won (7) PAL 
Championships as 
the Varsity Baseball 

coach.  Rich took his Panther teams to 
(4) CCS tournaments and is the only 
coach to have won. He and his teams, 
’04 -’10, have the only (2) CCS baseball 
Championships in BHS history.  Along 
the way bringing BHS Baseball program 
to a #3 ranking in ‘10 and #1 ranking in 

‘04 for entire state of California for DIII. 
Rich was recognized as the PAL Coach 
of the Year (4) times,	 ’98, ‘04, ’05 & ‘10.  
And in his last year with BHS 2010, Rich 
was recognized as California State 
Coach of the Year. Rich is proud of the 
players he’s had come through his 
program and had (6) go on to play 
professionally, most notably, Pitcher 
Scott Feldman who played with the 
Toronto Blue Jays this year and was in 
the World Series with Texas against the 
Giants. Rich also started the traditional 
Night game vs Serra. Rich started the 
BHS Baseball Alumni game in ‘08, which 
is now going into its 9th year. 
 

 
 

Greg Erickson '73 
was a three-sport 
star playing football, 
wrestling and track. 
Lettering in all three 
sports. Greg was a 
fierce competitor on 
the field and was 
recognized by 
teammates as 

probably the strongest and most 
intimidating player on the team. Greg 
won All League honors and nominated 
for All County. He was offered a 
scholarship at Cal State Long Beach 
where he was the starting offensive 
guard. He graduated Cum Laude in 
Business and took his focus and 
competitiveness and joined the Navy for 
7.5 years where he flew F-4 Phantoms 
and had over 300 carrier landings. Greg 
was selected for Top Gun's "Top Crew" 
award. 
 

 
 

Dan Eisan '73 was 
also a three-sport 
star playing football, 
wrestling and track. 
Dan was the only 
two-way starter on 
the Panther’s '71 
Championship team. 
Dan was voted Most 
Valuable Lineman, 

was a 1st Team All MPL selection for 
Offensive and Defensive line. He won 
MPL Offensive Linemen of the Year and 
All County honors for Guard. He played 
at UC Berkeley and was awarded 
"Fiercest Competitor" on the JV team. He 
played on the Pac 10 Championship 
team and was awarded Spirit of the 
Golden Bear. Dan was a member of the 
CAL Rugby team, which placed 3rd in the 
National Rugby tournament.  
 

 

Paul Kolesnikow 
'74, is the younger 
brother to HOF 
Andrew Kolesnikow, 
was a three-sport 
star & class of 74's 
Athlete of the Year. 
He played Football, 
Basketball and 
Baseball. Receiving 

All League honors in each. Paul chose 
football after being drafted by the 
California Angels successive years after 
graduating. Paul played at San Jose 
State, where he was a starting running 
back and Special Team's captain. He 
was recognized numerous times as 
player of the week and was chosen as 
the Player of the Game in the PCAA 
Championship game vs Fresno State. 
Paul suffered a career ending knee injury 
killing his aspirations of playing pro. 
 

 
 

Monique Javer '85 
was a star tennis 
player. Besides 
having a stellar 
career in High 
School, which 
included a CCS 

Championship, 
Monique, went on to 
San Diego St where 
she was an All 
American and 

Athlete of the Year both her Freshman 
and Sophomore years ’86 – ’87, posting 
a 33-3 record. She held a #1 Ranking in 
USA in ’87 and was a member of the 
Junior Federation Cup Team.  She 
turned pro in ‘88 winning the WTA 
Singapore Open that year. Monique 
participated in the 1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona, competing for Great Britain 
where she (at one time) held a #1 
ranking. She competed for 10 years in all 
(4) Grand slam tournaments; Australian 
Open, French Open, Wimbledon and US 
Open reaching the second round in each 
major. 
 

 
 

	
	



2003 GIRLS VARSITY 
SOFTBALL TEAM 

HOF Inductees  
 

 
The BHS Girls Varisty Softball team had 
a dream season in 2003 when they 
defied the odds and after a 4th seed in 
the CCS, they went on and defeated #1 
seed and Nationally Ranked Mitty 6-4, 
overcoming a 4-1 deficit. In the CCS 
Championship game, Burlingame went 
on and pummeled #3 Seed Pioneer by a 
score of 6-0 to win the CCS 
Championship outright. The Panthers 
outscored their opponents 20-4 in the 4 
game tournament. The star pitcher for 
BHS was Jen Chamberlin who did not 
allow an earned run in 28 innings. 
The Burlingame / Hillsborough 
Independent newspaper listed the top 30 
Peninsula High School Sports 
accomplishments / feats for the 2002-
2003 season. NUMBER ONE on their list 
was the Burlingame Girl's Softball team's 
Division II Sectional Softball 
Championship. 
Team Members: Jen Chamberlin, 
Amanda Ackley, Kristen Carranza, 
Alyssa Fonseca, Allison Smith, Nicole De 
Rosa, Kim Donellan, Brittany Gotthardt, 
Gina Lenardon, Blythe Davis, Jackie 
Heckenberg, and Amanda Zelnik. 
Coaches: Head - Frank Firpo and 
Assistant - Allan Stanbridge 
	

Be True  
To Your School	

Burlingame High ranks in top 20 of all 
California for 2017 Best Public High 
School earning the following grades; 
 
1) Academics - A+  
2) Diversity - B+ 
3) Teachers - A+ 
4) College Readiness - A+ 
5) Clubs & Activities - B+ 
6) Health & Safety - A 
7) Administration - A+ 
8) Sports - B+ 
9) Food - A 
10) Resources & Facilities - A+ 

BHSAA  
Alumnus of the Year 

 
Our Alumnus of the year happens to be 
the youngest alumni to be recognized for 
this award, in it’s history.   
 
A graduate of the class of 2009, this 
alumnus excelled at Burlingame High 
School as Student Body President (all 
four years), as a senior, he was 
recognized as the Student of the Year. 
He was also a Student Member on the 
District Board of Education, President of 
the District-wide Student Government, 
awarded the ‘Best Actor’ award (all four 
years), and graduated Valedictorian of 
his class.   
 
While at BHS, he became the Event 
Chair for Relay for Life.  He was 
responsible for growing, (from less than 
10 youth teams in 2004) to over 550 in 
2008, making it the largest youth Relay in 
California.  He motivated students to 
raise money and fight cancer through 
public speeches, ultimately raising over 
$135,000 in 2008 alone.  That year, he 
received the Jefferson Award for Public 
Service and a Proclamation from the City 
of Burlingame for outstanding service.   
 
Other areas in which he found time for, 
included; Regional Director of Students 
for Barack Obama, Co-Founder of the 
Karma Initiative Club, President of the 
American Cancer Society club, and was 
voted Homecoming King.   
 
After graduation, he was selected by the 
CA Department of Education as one of 
two delegates from California to the US 
Senate.  There, he became a Climate 
Policy Intern for Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, where he contributed to 
energy and environmental research and 
policy recommendations.   
 
We don’t have time to cover his college 
achievements but he did graduate from 
Stanford University, Phi Beta Kappa with 
Distinction.  
 
He continues to help people as a  
Managing Director for  homeless shelter.  
 
Oh and this past year, he also 
participated in the CBS Reality Show 
called “Survivor: Millennials vs Gen X, 
which some of you may have seen and 
read in the article earlier on this 
publication. Adam went on to win this 
game, becoming the only contestant in 
the shows history, spanning some 33 
seasons, to receive a unanimous vote 
from his peers. 
 

Burlingame High is proud to introduce 
our newest Alumnus of the Year, 
HUMANITARIAN: ADAM KLEIN 

 

 
L-R Adam Klein, Terry Naylor, Rusty Knudsen 
 

Marshall Umpleby 
Scholarship 

Recipient 
 
As some of you know, a beloved English 
teacher from BHS, Marshall Umpleby, 
passed away last year. His daughter Amy 
started a scholarship fund. The 
committee would set the criteria for the 
scholarship and a winner would come 
from those nominated by the English 
department. This year the criteria was 
based on writing an essay about who 
your favorite author was and why. There 
were seven nominations who all turned in 
very impressive essay’s making the 
decision to award the scholarship that 
much more difficult. This years recipient 
was Victorya Cintra. Congratulations! 
 

 
L-R Victorya Cintra, Amy Umpleby 



BHSAA 2017 
Scholarship Award 

Recipient’s 
 
From donations and fundraisers held 
throughout the year, the BHS Alumni 
Association is able to present nominal 
scholarship’s to students embarking on 
furthering their education at college. 
 
This year we were fortunate to be able to 
award 6 students with funds to help offset 
their first year at college for books etc… 
 
This year’s recipients were; 
 

 
***Emily Azzuria*** 

 

 
***Kate Karson*** 

 

 
***Lorrell Perillat*** 

 

 
***Margaret Johnson*** 

 

 
***Nicole Condon*** 

 
CONGRATUTALIONS TO THESE 
YOUNG  WOMEN  AND  GOOD LUCK ! 
 
If you would like to donate to the 
Marshall Umpleby Scholarship Fund or to 
the Alumni Scholarship Fund please 
contact us at info@burlingamealumni.org 
We appreciate your support. 
 

The Peanuts Connection 
to BHS 

By Glenn Mendelson	

Some of you may already know about the 
connection between Burlingame High 
School and the Peanuts television specials 
such as “A Charlie Brown Christmas” which 
first aired in December of 1965 and just 
celebrated its 51st anniversary on network 
television last December. 

Being a BHS alum (Class of ’73), I also 
happened to have been the voice of 
Schroeder in the second and third Peanuts 
animated specials, “Charlie Brown’s All 
Stars” and “It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown”. My buddy, Geoffrey (Geoff) 
Ornstein, also a BHS alum from ‘73, was 
the voice of Pig Pen in “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” as well as “Charlie Brown’s All 
Stars” and “It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown”. Why was that? 

It was because my father, Lee Mendelson, 
a former San Mateo Bearcat (please don’t 
hold that against him), produced all of the 
Peanuts animated television specials with 
Charles Schulz, the creator of the Peanuts 
comic strip, starting with “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” in 1965. Many of the Peanuts 
character voices came from our community 
because my father would go to the local 
elementary schools and audition students 
for the shows.  
 
The inspiration for Charlie Brown’s 
scrawny, little tree came from research at 
the Burlingame public library. In 1964, my 
mother went there to check out books with 
Christmas stories. The idea for Charlie 
Brown’s little tree came from Han’s 
Christian Andersen’s “The Little Fur Tree”. 
My father has often described his career in 
television as a plethora serendipitous 
events. I would have to agree. I was 
fortunate enough to be there for many of 
those events and to have worked with him 
at Mendelson Productions since 1977. 

In October 2015, the USPS released 10 
commemorative stamps to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.” As many of you know, our local 
post office moved locations a year or two 
ago. It now happens to be on Primrose 
Avenue, just across the street from our 
office. When the Charlie Brown Christmas 
stamps came out last October, I found it 
comforting and an act of fate, when I 
crossed the street to purchase stamps 
commemorating the birth of such a 
wonderful television program over 51 years 
ago within a few blocks away from our 
office and the library, the birthplace of the 
little tree. It has been a serendipitous series 
of circumstances. 

More stories to come……Stay tuned 
 
 

“What’s Going On?”  
An Alumni Update			
By	Dianne	Knudsen	‘74	

 
We want to know what you and your 
classmates have been up to, have 
done or are doing now!!  Please send 
your stories to Dianne Knudsen at the 
following; dknudsenalumni@gmail.com 
or mail them to Burlingame High School 
Alumni Association, 1 Mangini Way, 
Burlingame, CA 94010 c/o Dianne 
Knudsen or at the following email 
pantherpostscripts@burlingamealumni.org 
 

40’s  
 
Donald Price '49 wrote to say-I am very 
sad to report that my twin brother, 



Douglas Price, Class of '49 died on 
March 9th this year.   There were only 
two pairs of twins in our 
class.  Nowadays,  I suppose there are 
many more in each class. I also have 
learned that Darrell LaMontagne, also 
class of '49 died in December of 2016. 
At age 85, I am gratified about how many 
of my high school buddies are still with 
us. 
 
Liane Dozier ’45, passed away on Feb. 
10, 2017 at her home, in Grass Valley. 
She was 91. Liane was living in Reno, 
Nevada and owned a wholesale florist 
from 1976-1981 
http://www.theunion.com/news/obituaries
/obituary-of-liane-dozier/  
 
Son, Alex, wrote to tell us his dad, Merrill 
"Dean" Anderson, class of ‘48  passed 
away on November 29th, 2016. The BHS 
yearbook described him as "a smooth 
personality" and "a consistently strong 
basketball guard" for the varsity team. 
After graduating from Stanford University 
(1949-52) Dean served in the US Army 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Korean War 
helping him understand the value of 
discipline and taking prudent action. He 
then leveraged the GI Bill to study at the 
London School of Economics. He felt a	
tremendous amount of pride for his 
family's shipbuilding history at Hunter's 
Point dating back to 1908. The yard most 
notably built the "Snark", a 43 foot ketch, 
for author Jack London. He taught his 
family that creating something was 
important, integrity is honorable and to 
follow your moral compass. 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/
obituary.aspx?pid=183076856 
 

 

50’s   
 
Grey Whipple, Class of 1955 died on 
Saturday, May 6,2017. Barbara Hewitt 
tells us Grey was a very strong supporter 
of BHS and particularly of the Class of 
1955. He developed and maintained, 
until his health prevented it, perhaps the 
most content rich high school class 
website on the internet. He was a good 
leader, a great person and the best 
possible friend. His activities participated 
in and supported family, country, church, 
the Cal Band, the military and his 
beloved BHS Class of '55. He will be 
greatly missed. A brief autobiography is 
posted on the class 
website: http://www.bhsclass1955.info/B
HS/Whipple_Grey_Grayscale_Full.htm al
ong with autobiographical material 
submitted by his classmates. The 
website will be updated soon. 
 
Elizabeth Nicholson Peter ‘58 tells us Bill 

Bradford Class of 1958 passed away in 
2011. 
 
Arnold Lambrook ’56 passed away in 
Auburn of cancer 
 
Nicholson Peter ‘58  Submitted by 
Elizabeth 
 
Donald Peter  (former Teacher at BHS 
1976 -1999) 
 
Rich Carlson ‘59, passed away on 
12/22/15. Classmate, Terry Naylor, 
shared what Rich wrote in the Class 
Book from their 50th Reunion in 2009: 
"After BHS I attended CSM for a year 
and dropped out. i went to work for a 
window company with led to an 
apprenticeship as a glazier. I went into 
business when I was twenty-eight and 
have been self-employed ever since. I 
bought my first motorcycle when I was 
twenty-three and started racing two years 
later. I started on flat tracks and then 
changed to cross country racing five 
years later. I raced for more than twenty-
five years and had some success at it. I 
became an expert class rider in 1980 and 
won the number one plate for my class 
the next year. I've raced all over 
California, Nevada, Idaho, Texas, and 
Mexico. When my second youngest son	
was seven, I was asked to coach soccer. 
I never played but they talked me into it 
and I ended up coaching for seven years, 
four with Erik and three with Steven. The 
only reason I accepted was that Erik was 
in the San Francisco Boy's Chorus and I 
could have practices when he wasn't 
rehearsing. I brought a select team to 
Mexico on an exchange program and 
spent a week living with the other teams' 
parents. My wife and I have had six 
exchange students live with us at various 
times. One of my hobbies is cooking. I 
remodeled my kitchen and installed a 
commercial stove before they became 
popular and have a ball with it. The latest 
craze I'm doing is writing novels. I hope 
to have one published one day. Other 
than that, my life has been pretty boring, 
not."	
 

 
 60’s   

 
Thornton C  Bill ‘60, Deceased in 2014. 
 
Patricia Rafferty Boyle ’69 died June 
7th after a long battle with Multiple 
Schlorosis.  
http://www.smdailyjournal.com/articles/ob
ituaries/2017-06-13/patricia-mary-
catherine-rafferty-
boyle/1776425181683.htmlp 
 
Class of 1962 is getting ready to host 
their 55th Reunion, Saturday October 

7, 2017 at Washington Park (main picnic 
area) from noon to 5pm. BBQ lunch 
catered by Armadillo Willy’s - $22.00 per 
person, or bring your own if you prefer. 
Check out the website: 
www.burlingame62.com Contact Louise 
Brucato Hall for questions at: 
ziaweezie@msn.com or 408-348-1535 
 
Class of 1967- Roger Graham says 
come join us for our 50th reunion! The 3-
day event consists of Friday, September 
8th at 6:00pm-No host cocktails at the 
Vinyl Room, 221 Park Rd. in Burlingame 
on Saturday, September 9th, 11:30-
Picnc in front of BHS-bring your own 
lunch, 2:00pm-Tour of BHS with our own 
Linda Vickery McLaughlin, 5:00pm-The 
Main Event at Embassy Suites, 150 Anza 
Blvd, Burl.-Cocktails, dinner & live 
entertainment, on Sunday, September 
10th, 9:30-No Host Brunch at Embassy 
Suites 
For more info: ragdds@sbcglobal.net 
 
Class of 1968 will be celebrating it's 50th 
Reunion in Burlingame September 28th, 
29th, and 30th, 2018. 
Come join us for our reunion experience, 
where we will be introducing 
the  "Signature Class of 1968 
Cocktail: something that captures the 
Age of Aquarius, the pulse of 
protest, infused with intellect, the high 
notes of Joanie Mitchell, with a float of 
Cream, a concoction that will help us go 
through some Doors on the way to find 
something on the coast near the Beach 
Boys, where we could drink like Animals 
because we have the metabolism of 
Byrds - straight up, not on the rocks or 
Rolling Stones"  
	
The 50th reunion weekend will bring a 
smile to your face, a tear to your eye and 
warmth to your heart!  
 
Confirmed events for this momentous 
occasion will include a Saturday golf 
tournament followed by an evening at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel. More activities to 
be announced. 
 
Jere Rae-Mansfield ’68 says: Class of 
1968, to stay in touch with alumni and 
find out more about reunions, please join 
this Official Page/Group at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/48030
122405/ 
 
For information concerning all that is 
being considered and/or planned for our 
reunion weekend please check our 
Facebook page, Burlingame High 
School Class of 1968.  If you aren’t 
receiving our 50th Reunion email 
updates, please send an email 
to melissa@kurtzadvantage.com  and we 
will add you to the list. 



1968 Reunion Committee Members  
at a Recent Meeting 

 

Front Row: Melissa Leeds Kurtz, Karen 
Waring Patterson, Tina Hittenberger, Joyce 
Kuby Robbins, 
Maureen Mazzarella Redmond, Mary Ann 
Hardwicke Schabinger, Steven Marcus  
Back Row:  Linda Gutierrez    
Zempel, Linda Elliott Zider, Nick Themelis 
 
Dona Bretherick writes: “Age is dimming 
my memories.  I attended BHS in the 
60's, but none of the folks mentioned 
seem familiar.  Somewhere in a storage 
locker there are probably BHS 
yearbooks, although can't be sure.  BHS 
seem very far away.  My years at UCB 
are much clearer.  If anyone remembers 
my BHS class & would like to let me 
know, just send me an e-
mail.  d_bretherick@yahoo.com What 
was interesting was the current map as I 
can remember the map of BHS when I 
was there. Dona” 
 

 
 

 70’s   
 

Betsy Rosenthal ’75 tells us: “My sixth 
children's book came out on February 1, 
2017. It's called, PORCUPINE'S PICNIC, 
Who Eats What? (Millbrook/Lerner). My 
last book, AN AMBUSH OF TIGERS, 
won numerous awards and I'm hoping 
Porcupine will be as well received. We're 
still living in Pacific Palisades and might, 
perhaps, possibly, hopefully, some day 
be empty-nesters, once our youngest 
finishes college. I was treated to a visit in 
L.A. by my fellow BHS alumna, Chris 
Colladay over the summer.” Check out 
other great children books written by 
Betsy: 
http://www.betsyrosenthal.com/my-
books.html and read her bio in Kids 
Reads 
http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/betsy-
r-rosenthal 
 
On Facebook, the class of 1970 says: 
Your reunion folks have spent two 
months searching for a restaurant in the 
Burlingame area where we could get 
together and have dinner. It seems as 
though the prices are astronomical. So, 
we've decided to have "A Day in 

Washington Park". The date is 
September 2, 2017… and will be held in 
the large picnic area of Washington Park. 
We have a company coming that will be 
doing a barbecue for us so we don't have 
to bring any food we just have to… 
Enjoy! If you are interested in attending 
or would like more information, please 
leave a comment on the Facebook page 
Burlingame Nineteen-Seventy Gang.  
 
Amy Feiner, says Class of 1977's 40th 
Reunion will be at Poplar Creek on 
Saturday, October 14th, 2017. They 
would like Classes of 1976 through 
1980 to join in the fun. Please share the 
news! For more info, please contact 
Amy Feiner at: amyfeiner@att.net 
 

 
80’s  

 
Tim Knudsen class of ’81 is the Head 
football & Head softball coach at Maple 
Lake Schools in Minnesota. He makes a 
road trip every couple of years to 
Burlingame and his old stomping 
grounds.  He brings his girls varsity 
softball team out for spring training! Tim 
was joined by his Alumni friends that 
came out to watch them play 
their Scrimmages against Saint Ignatius, 
San Mateo and Woodside. This trip 
proved to be a great preparation for the 
Fighting Irish as they went undefeated in 
league play and suffered their only loss 
in the State Championship Game.  
 

 
BHS Panthers Playing Maple Lake, MN 
 
Eileen Hunt McKeagney, Class of 1987 
says: Hey Panthers! It’s On! Our 30-Year 
High School Reunion will take place the 
weekend of October 20-22, 2017. We 
need as many alumni as possible to 
purchase tickets soon so that we can 
make the hotel deposit.   
 
Friday Oct 20: Meet for the Varsity 
football game BHS vs. Atherton at 7:00p 
Pre-Game Campus Tour at 4:00 
Pre-Game Picnic at adjacent Washington 
Park from 4:00p-7:00p 
 
Saturday Oct 21: Reunion Party at 7:30 
to 11:00p at the Doubletree Hilton Hotel, 
835 Airport Blvd., in Burlingame. 
Cocktails, finger foods, and 
entertainment with an appearance from 
The Blues Brothers Band.  

 
Sunday, Oct 22: No-Host breakfast at 
the Doubletree Hotel 
 
For more info, visit our website 
www.burlingame87.com. Or email Eileen 
Hunt-McKeagney emckeagney@cox.net 
or Vicky Huang-Doering at 
vicky@airseatours.us 
 

 
90’s  

 
Class of 1992 is planning a reunion this 
year! Check the reunion page at 
burlingamealumni.org for further details 
as they are provided to us! 
 

 
00’s  

 
Cassandra “Cassi” Janakos ’06 was 
proud to tell us that she was selected for 
Silicon Valley Business Journal's 40 
under 40! Click this link to find out more:  
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news
/2016/07/14/healthy-horizons-cassandra-
cassi-janakos-40-under.html 

 

	
 
I’m collecting pictures of those BHS 
Yearbook covers from all the years the 
school offered a yearbook. Please send 
me a picture of your yearbook cover so 
we can place on our web site depicting 
all the yearbook covers from 1924 on. If 
you have donations of yearbooks for the 
school or other memorabilia of the school 
we’d love to speak to you about those 
items as well. Send to 
BHSAlumni74@gmail.com. We’re 
interested in pictures of the school, 
downtown, athletic uniforms, equipment 
all things BHS. THANKS IN ADVANCE!  



Burlingame	High	Aerial	View	

	
This	aerial	view	shows	the	upgrades	BHS	has	gone	through	over	the	years.	It	is	a	campus	we	can	
all	be	proud	of.	At	your	next	reunion,	be	sure	to	schedule	a	tour	of	the	campus	updates.	
 
Interested in participating on the Alumni Association? Come to one of the meetings listed below. 
We’re looking for volunteer’s to help support different committees to assist in making the BHS Alumni 
Association the best. Committee help needed; Reunion, BHS History, and many more. Contact 
pantherpostscripts@yahoo.com for more information 
	

BHS Alumni Association  
2017 Meeting Schedule 

	
2017  Date  Start  Finish  Location 
  Aug 17th 6:00pm 7:30pm TBD Get Together - Dinner 

Sep 14th 6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room 
  Oct 12th 6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room   
  Nov  9th 6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room 
  Dec 14th 6:00pm 7:30pm Location TBD - Holiday Dinner 
 
2018  Date  Start  Finish  Location 

Jan 11th  6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room 
Feb  8th  6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room 
Mar  8th  6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room 
Apr 12th 6:00pm  7:30pm Alumni Room 
May 10th 6:00pm 7:30pm Alumni Room 
May 21st  5:00pm 7:00pm Annual Senior scholarship presentation/Dinner 



BURLINGAME HIGH SCHOOL  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 
Rusty Knudsen ’74 President, Jeff Tateosian ’74 Vice-President and Treasurer, Linda Vickery 

McLaughlin ’67 – Historian, Dennis Zell ’86 – Advisor, Rusty & Dianne Ragozzino Knudsen ’74 – 
Panther Postscripts/Photographer, Peter Cleaveland ’58 HOF, Leonard “Len” Lubrano ’64 - HOF,  

David Steil ’74 - HOF, Laura Hesselgren ’75, Jan Privitera ’75 – Reunion Committee
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
o  Enclosed is my/our check payable to: BHS Alumni Association   
(address: 1 Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010) 
 
     o   For membership dues: $15 per alum per year.              
     o   For Life Membership: $100 per alum. 
 
     o   For the BHSAA programs (tax deductible).              
     o   For the BHSAA scholarships (tax deductible). 
     o   For the BHSAA Athletic Hall of Fame (tax deductible).   
     o   For the Mike McQueen scholarship fund (tax deductible). 
     o   For a donation “In Honor of /In Memory of…” please attach note (tax deductible). 
o PLEASE UPDATE MY EMAIL OR MAILING ADDRESS. 
o Please mail the Panther Postscripts to the following BHS alum  

(name and address attached). 
 
 
Sign up and pay online at burlingamealumni.org Today’s Date_____________________ 
 
Please Print     
 
Name______________________________________________________________________________________  
 (first)  (middle)   (last) 
 
 
Maiden Name _________________________ Your BHS Class Year ___________  
 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City______________________________________________State_____________ Zip: __________________________+___________________ 
 
Phone (             )  
 
 
 
Email address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
	
	
	

Attention:	We	are	updating	our	
files.	Please	let	us	know	your	email	
address.	Send	to	Judy	Falk	Chiasson	
c/o	BHS	Alumni	Association,	1	
Mangini	Way,	Burlingame,	CA	
94010	or	email	
info@burlingamealumni.org		


