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FIFA has implemented some minor changes to the Laws of the Game for 2022-2023; We have 
updated our SNSA rule books to reflect the changes that apply to our league.  We encourage our 
coaches to visit the “Rules & Policies” page on the SNSA website to access your complete 2022-
2023 rule book for a more comprehensive explanation of these rule changes. The following is a 
summary of the notable rule changes: 
 
LAW 12 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
12.3 Disciplinary Action: Denying a goal or an obvious goal-scoring opportunity (DOGSO) - Where a player 
denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal-scoring opportunity by a handball offence, the player is 
sent off wherever the offence occurs (except a goalkeeper within their penalty area). 

Explanation - The reference to handball offences in the DOGSO section of Law 12 could be misinterpreted 
as meaning that a goalkeeper can be sent off for a handball offence in their own penalty area, so the 
‘caveat’ used in the ‘Sending-off offences’ section of Law 12 has been added.  
 

12.4 The Restart of Play After Fouls and Misconduct - If the referee stops play for an offence committed by 
a player, inside or outside the field of play, against an outside agent, play is restarted with a dropped ball, 
unless an indirect free kick is awarded for leaving the field of play without referee permission; the indirect 
free kick is taken from the point on the boundary line where the player left the field of play. 

Explanation - The Law is clear that a free kick cannot be given for an offence against an outside agent. 
However, if a player leaves the field of play without the referee’s permission and then commits such an 
offence while the ball is in play, an indirect free kick is awarded for the offence of leaving the field of play 
without the referee’s permission at the point on the boundary line where the player left 
the field of play.  

 
LAW 14 – THE PENALTY KICK 
14.1 Procedure - When the ball is kicked, the defending goalkeeper must have at least part of one foot 
touching, or in line with, or behind the goal line. 

Explanation - Previously, the goalkeeper was required to have part of at least one foot on/above the goal 
line at the moment when a penalty kick (or kick from the penalty mark) was taken. Consequently, if the 
goalkeeper had one foot in front of the goal line and one behind it, this was technically an offence even 
though no unfair advantage is gained. The text has been amended to avoid such a position being 
penalized 
Explanation of this amendment should emphasize that the ‘spirit’ of the Law requires the goalkeeper to 
have both feet on/above the line until the moment when the kick is taken, i.e. the goalkeeper may not 
stand behind (or in front of) the goal line. 
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