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2025 ISWA SECTION 2 Annual Report
    
	Greetings to all of you in Section 2! As always summer seems to speed by, and we are approaching the upcoming school year at top speed. The whistles will be blowing for Fall sports and before you know it, wrestling season will be here.
    Let's slow it down a little and recap events leading up to now. IHSAA State Finals once again returned to Indpls. Each ISWA State Finals Tournament went very well, with sizable increases in the number of participants in most of them.
    Folkstyle State at Columbus went really well! A few minor bumps that can managed on the second go round. We, as the people who had to clean up after each session, day, and at the conclusion of the event, truly appreciate the respect that was shown to the facility. Again, very few issues and for the most part, spectators and wrestlers cleaned their area up nicely. THANK YOU!!

    Indiana once again hosted the Kids Folkstyle Nationals and Middle School Team Duals at the fantastic Ft. Wayne Memorial Coliseum. I know the timing makes it crazy for high school and middle school teams, coaches and parents, but when the big guns from USAW give us date, we always do our best and pull it off with a great show and tournament. A shout out to the Section 2 Clubs who provided the mats and much of the table help! Hats and headgears off to y'all!

    Don't forget the the Annual Meeting with election of ISWA officers, tournament bidding, rules and policy updates, breakout eductional sessions etc. is coming up on the second Sunday in September.
     At the end of August, make sure that you jump in and get your SAFE SPORT renewal or certification, background check, Wrestling Leader card and maybe upgrade your certification to Bronze or Silver checked off your To Do list. You'll have less time the closer it gets to wrestling season.  
So much to do and so little time to get it done. Don't wait too long, the closer it gets to deadlines, the longer it takes to get your necessary items certified. You will need the above mentioned items for the ISWA State Tournaments coaches' wristbands at matside and EVERY CLUB HOSTING A TOURNAMENT, MUST HAVE BOARD MEMBERS THAT ARE CERTIFIED.

    Section 2 now has almost 80 active clubs. Let's make sure that you plan to communicate your club's tournament date(s) prior to the Annual Meeting so that every weekend, we can support the local tourneys. Make sure that you check the availability of your facility. Be sure to become familiar with the USAW registration and bracketing systems as most clubs and tournaments are updating to them and relying less on Track Wrestling. 
    Make sure that that do your best to support certified and legitimate ISWA/USAW events and don't take a chance with those "other guys" who not only host tourneys that are NOT qualifiers for ISWA/USAW tournaments, but are sometimes not even legally sanctioned or insured. YIKES!!

    Please choose wisely and become or stay involved with the best Section, best Sport and the best State!!
See you at mat side,
Mary Friedt
Section 2 Director
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