B.C MINOR BASEBALL ASOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – September 06, 2014
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood,  G. Butler,  B. Davis, M. Kelly, J. Braaten, T. Katelnikoff, O. Germaine, F. Campbell, R. Wearing, P. Weatherill, S. Drysdale, W. Bampton, J. Wright, B. Williscroft, E. Toneff
CONFERENCE CALL:  None
ABSENT:  None
GUEST: None
CALL TO ORDER – 9:02 A.M.
ADDITIONS:  None
          Correction to July minutes:



15U AA should read:




Lower Mainland – 5 plus host




Interior                 - 2




Island
          - 1




North


- 1


MOTION:  P. Weatherill / G. Butler
To accept July minutes as amended.

M/S/C
CORRESPONDENCE:


League Registrations:  Prince George, Salt Spring Island



League Registrations still outstanding:

Kelowna, Ladysmith, Quesnel, Revelstoke, Salmon Arm, Sicamous, Vernon (awaiting postal codes)



North Langley:
Meeting was held on July 14 between Aldergrove (Lyall Sharman, Phil Conkin, Rob Ross, Patrick Selinger), North Langley (Jory Burgess, Mark Burgess, Kelly Parker) and BC Minor Directors (Mike Sarai, Pat Weatherill, Orville Germaine, Brian Davis, Val Greenwood)

Boundaries are the outstanding issue – this is still unresolved

North Langley wants another meeting

Aldergrove is steadfast in not changing their stance on the boundaries

North Langley does not agree with Aldergrove

If the two (2) groups cannot agree on the boundaries, the board will make a ruling on the boundaries – this will be final and no appeal will be entertained

Both groups are to submit their boundary request

BUSINESS ARISING:

a) 2014 League Registrations

There are still some outstanding (see Correspondence)

Members are not in good standing with accordance to Rule 103D

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill

The Associations as per Rule 103D be members not in good standing effective immediately.

M/S/C



Stuart to send you letter



For 2015 – 102D will be enforced for Summer ball

b) Independent travel teams – Policy Draft
Still needs more work on what do to going forward

Applies April 01 – August 31

c) Coach’s Honorarium (High Performance Only)
Committee consisted of Mike Kelly, Grant Butler, Grant Rimer and Orville Germaine from BCMBA and David Laing from Baseball BC

David did a survey with the other Provincial Sport Organizations across Canada

Need to pay coaching staff – may not be interested otherwise

Presidents support this proposal in principal

16U camp and travel to Northern California - $100 per day + $50 per day for

meals for two (2) coaches.  

Coaching Caravan – paid similar to guidelines

All paid participant honorariums were built into their respective budgets as presented to the board


MOTION:   O. Germaine / F. Campbell
To accept BC Minor’s Coach Honorarium report as presented by Honorarium Committee.

M/S/C  -  R. Wearing – W. Bampton - abstained
REPORTS:



All reports have been tabled to October’s meeting for further discussion



July 20th – Grant Rimer submitted his resignation


President – Mike Sarai

My report begins with dating back to the summer ball season in July to which I observed most all member local associations fielding teams competing towards qualifying for advancement to Provincial Championships. 

I attended the “B.C. Summer Games” held in Nanaimo July 17-20. I was very impressed with how well the Games were organized with respect to not only our sport of baseball, but also other sports. I applaud the Nanaimo community for embracing and serving the role as host city for all the young athletes whom participated. David Laing and I were privileged on the day of the final game to meet the “Lieutenant Governor of B.C. The Honorable Judith Guichon”. The final game was between the Fraser Valley zone vs. the North Shore zone. The game was fairly competitive with Fraser Valley winning. Quite enjoyable as I sat with “Her Honor” and was able to discuss a few perspectives on sport.

On the August long weekend and the following week, I toured several Provincial Championships. The hosting associations appeared to do a very good job of ensuring a positive experience for all teams which competed. On August 14-17 the Senior Girls National Championship was held at Whalley Ball Park to which I attended through the weekend.  I also attended the 18U AAA Western Championship hosted by Chilliwack. Competitive baseball by the Western Province teams with an all B.C. final that saw Team B.C. vs. the host Chilliwack in a very competitive game. Chilliwack came back from an early deficit of been down 0-6 to come back and win in the 7th 7-6.

B.C. Minor as per annually will be busy reviewing, recapping and moving forward with our forward direction. This will consist of first our directors meeting, followed by meeting in the Interior and Vancouver Island with local associations. It is unfortunate B.C. Minor is not holding a meeting in the Lower Mainland as there has not been a majority of associations who have requested one. We held one in 2013 to which three (3) lower mainland associations attended.

Baseball B.C. will be having their next meeting on September 17. 
1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale
It was an extremely busy summer for the First Vice President.  BC Minor seems to be more and more working with our Local Associations when issues arise.   I believe this is partly because of the recent turnover of executives within our Local Associations, partly because Associations do not have a Dispute Resolution Policy to deal with various issues that arise throughout the year and partly members of the Local Association attempt to by-pass and get their answers directly from BC Minor.

During the off-season, a project to undertake is making sure all of our Local Associations have a Dispute Resolution Policy.  Association that do not will be require to create one and submit it to BC Minor for review – this will not only benefit BC Minor, but it will assist the Local Associations when dealing with these sometimes difficult situations.

I had the opportunity to supervise the 13U AAA Provincial Championships in Cloverdale on the August Long Weekend.  Again, Cloverdale did a superb job in all aspects, as they do year after.  It is clear why Cloverdale is a leader within our organization.

Also, I had the opportunity to watch some 13U A in North Delta.  Again, North Delta stepped up to the plate and did a fantastic job hosting the Provincials.

I would like to thank all of our Provincial Hosts and their volunteers.  It was another success this year.  And to all the teams that participated, congratulations to the winners and congratulations to all teams that qualified for the provincials.


2nd Vice President – Brian Davis



No Report



Treasurer – Ray Wearing 



Promotions – Challenger Golf, Grass Roots banners





MOTION:  J. Wright / J. Braaten





To accept treasurer’s report as distributed.





M/S/C


Secretary – Val Greenwood

AGM is booked for November 15 starting at 8:00 am at the Langley Events Centre, please confirm your attendance ASAP.  Please include all the names that will be attending.
Web Site - Tom Katelnikoff – John Braaten



Report via John Braaten

“The Summer All-Star season saw 113 teams report scores in the Lower Mainland leagues. This does not include the single season Divisions. There were also some Zone play downs that also posted scores where there was a BC Minor Director present. Compared to the launch in the spring season schedules there were few inquiries, questions or issues on how to use in this condensed season which I was happily surprised to find.  The Provincial schedules were received in plenty of time to post and prepare on the website in advance of the championship dates. Although providing a “standardized” format not all were received in that form to post and had to be manually entered which was time consuming. Given this is the first time with the new website it is understandable. As more Directors use and become more comfortable with the functions this should indeed streamline the process. 

Posting of Provincial scores were for the most part current and few questions were asked and I hope the process was easier than the previous website format. Given this is the first year and the lack of time to create Leagues and posting of scores all went well and was pleasantly surprised.” 
Report via Tom Katelnikoff 
“I was pleasantly surprised with the amount of use both by teams and players/parents looking for results during the summer season. Somewhere over the past I had heard that the website would traditionally get 20,000 hits in the month of July. In my rough estimate, based on those numbers projected we would get between 60-80 thousand hits over the course of the season. On the following page you will see the numbers which show that we actually had over 2 times the amount of estimated users. 

The average duration per user on our website was over 3.5 minutes, which I feel is terrific. This indicates that teams were not just looking at their own results but were also looking at the results of other teams. John primarily set up the schedules and set up the team managers with the ability to post their own scores. He has commented on the relative ease that teams faced using our site. We have had a few issues with TeamPages but for the most part find them fairly receptive to make the changes we need. Considering that we have only had the site running for the past 6 months and still learning our own way through the website, I feel that this website is exceeding our expectations. I believe that going forward, especially once payment options through pay-pal are initialized; the overall operations of both BCMBA and our member associations will be made much easier. 

Along with the website data, I have also included a short summary of our social media activity on both Facebook and Twitter. Over the season we have used Facebook to both interact with members of our associations and their families. It was easy to see that the followers of Facebook were a different group than those that used the website. The Facebook followers were more interested in supporting a team and responded most to individual articles relating to specific teams successes. Abbotsford Angels advancing to National Semi-Finals was our most viewed article all year with nearly 700 views. In regards to Twitter, we only began using it at the 15U AAA Provincial Championships and once set-up we were able to generate considerable interest in a short period of time. Once again, I found the group of people that followed us on Twitter were not the same users that follow us on Facebook. I can see going forward that all 3 of these outlets will become important assets to our association.” 
	Daily Website Hits via Google Analytics July 26 - 2524 Views 
	Aug 1 - 2902 Views 

	July 27 - 3232 Views 
	Aug 2 - 3742 Views 

	July 28 - 3037 Views 
	Aug 3 - 4357 Views 

	July 29 - 2005 Views 
	Aug 4 - 3029 Views 

	July 30 - 1822 Views 
	Aug 5 - 1751 Views 

	July 31 - 2246 Views 
	Aug 6 - 1374 Views 

Aug 30 - 195 Views 

Aug 31 - 204 Views 


	Totals March 1st - Apr 31st: 
	30,000 Views (estimate) 

	May 1 - Aug 31: 
	152,005 Views 

	June 30 - Aug 4: 
	73,707 Views 

	July 30 - Aug 9: 
	18,098 Views 




Facebook: Week of Aug 18 - Aug 24 

	

	Build Audience · Promote Page 








Last Week

Previous

Trend


Total Page Likes


     172


    172


    0.0%


New Likes



         1


        0


    0.0%


Weekly total read


   1269


        5


25.280.0%


People Engaged


     223


        0


    0.0%

Twitter;


These tweets helped you make connections, got people excited and started your friends talking.



Total Views
 - 295

New Followers – 11

Retweets - 7
	


Current Twitter Statistics (thru 9 days): 12 Tweets - 53 Followers – 32 Following 
Summary: 
From the progress I’ve seen so far through our website and social media accounts, I believe that with a consistent effort on our part, we can use these tools to reach a broader audience of people and create a greater interest in our events, tournaments and programs, as well as broadcasting the successes of our teams as they progress through their seasons. 

There are two main obstacles that we have faced so far with regard to our social media reach. First is important information not being sent to us in a timely manner (i.e. it took a week to get photographs of all of the Provincial Champions). Second, to get board members to buy-in to the program. I would guess that 1/3rd of board members are very active in our online presence. Another 1/3rd is somewhat active online, while the remaining 1/3rd have been slow to buy-in to our online program. 

In order for this to be successful, we need to get information out to our audience in a consistent timely manner,

Island – Fraser Campbell – Eric Toneff



Island Meetings:





June 14 – Nanaimo – 12 noon – Rotary Club Field house





September 20 – Victoria – 12 noon – Red Barn – Lambrick



Interior – Tom Katelnikoff – Janice Wright

The Interior Associations had a very good Summer Ball Season. Most of the Associations put forward teams in various levels of competition.

With only the 13U AAA team competing in the Interlocking Schedule for Provincial Berths, we used Zone Tournaments to determine which team would advance to Provincials. Janice and I did our best to spread the Zone Playoffs amongst all the Associations with each Association hosting at least 1 Zone

Playoff this year.

The Interior sent 13 teams to various Provincial Tournaments. Penticton had 1 team, West Kelowna 1, Kelowna 3, Rutland 4 (including the OK Athletics 15U AAA), Vernon 2, Salmon Arm 1 and Kamloops 5. Penticton came away with the Silver in 11UAA division. Congratulations to them. The other teams competed their best and represented their Associations and team well at their Tournaments.

The Interior hosted 2 Provincial Tournaments. Kamloops hosted the 11U AAA Tier 1 Provincial and Rutland hosted the 15U AAA Provincial Tournament in conjunction with the Okanagan Athletics. Both Associations did a great job hosting their Provincial Tournament.

I would like to note that the Interior fielded 9 teams at the AAA levels in 2014 (from 11U through 18U).


North – Vacant

DIVISIONS:



Junior Men’s – Serj Sangara
18U (Midget) – Serj Sangara, Wayne Bampton, Tom Katelnikoff



Fraser Campbell
Nothing much doing from this perspective, other than following the events involved in putting together the Midget AA summer schedule from a distance. Majority left to AA Director, Wayne Bampton to handle.

In late Aug, I was asked to remove a website post heralding the virtues of the 18U AAA Div. (As it contained information on the 18U 2015 Phoenix, AZ Spring Training Trip.) Teams and/or players interested should now simply ask around.



18U AAA (Midget) – Serj Sangara
Majority of July saw numerous hours spent determining the tiebreaker format for teams qualifying for Provincial play and encouraging the league’s 10 teams to get their games in. Majority did, with only one team being subject to fines for forfeiting games. Have requested that tiebreaker rules for determining such be inserted into the rule book for 2015 along with a number of other rule changes forwarded to Stu Drysdale. (Rules Committee Chair)

The process of awarding the Provincial Host a “berth” without qualifying came under much scrutiny during this month as this took place for the first time in recent history. (Some leagues have that you Host regardless of whether playing or not.) .Perhaps a discussion for workshops.
Provincials:

Thanks to the expert organizational skills of the Victoria 18U AAA group and their leader, Greg Wild, some great weather, and intriguing match ups, the 2014 Provincials went extremely well. Note: Rescheduling of a game, at the request of a few groups, caused some concern. Will address that in future years where “light curfews” dictate the schedule.

Two teams were fined for not attending the pre-tournament meeting as part of the scheduled events….(Discussions took place at the meeting to add sanctions for any of those missing the meeting, but they were rejected by those in attendance.)

There was only one ejection the entire tournament in spite of the new rules in place regarding approaching umpires.

All Provincials scores, results, etc., can be found on the new BCMBA website under Leagues / 18U AAA. 

That aside, I found it interesting that even though the front running Chilliwack Cougars did extremely well when matching up against teams in other leagues (during tournament play etc.), they did not end up winning the 2014 18U AAA Championship as the heavy favourites. To me, this speaks volumes to the depth and quality of play throughout the Division, and something we should try to continue to build on going forth.



18U Selects (Midget) – Serj Sangara

Head Coach Shawn Corness and his Coaching Staff ran a 25-30 player ID Camp prior to the Provincials in Chilliwack for two days and one day in Richmond. (Due to weather concerns). For the most part, this was well received from the league’s coaches and feedback and input was requested on this along the way.

While there was much “chatter” over the players selected, the proof was in the pudding, as they say. (See results on BCMBA website.). Many were also not aware that “perhaps” at least 3 that possibly could have been chosen ended up with the team going to the DR while 2 others removed themselves from consideration due to other interest.
18U Selects – Nationals – Mag0g, Quebec

This year’s “Select” group, which finished 4th at the Nationals (after losing to the eventual Champions Quebec SELECTS in the semis, and the Quebec Host in the Bronze game),  was made up of players from Chilliwack (9), Cloverdale (2), Kamloops (2), Richmond (2), and Tri-Cities (3)…The trip was without a doubt “memorable”, while not for the elusive GOLD, but for many other reasons.(All game details of the 5-2 record are available on-line through the BCMBA website.)
The players and coaches were once again commended for their behavior - on and off the field - both by teams competed against and the numerous volunteers from the Host City. Much of this must be attributed once again to the leadership of this year’s coaches. (Shawn Corness – Head Coach, Norys Deleon, Ray Johnston and Raul Verde Rios(Assistant Coaches )…They carried out the theme we set for our Team BC groups – “To win with class, lose with dignity” – to a tee.

The venues were awesome in all three locations of the Eastern Township and the accommodations provided in Magog were beyond what is normally provided at this event. (Even if a bit of bus travel was required to get to the other parks.)

While we believe that the All-Star Game and extra “camps” held prior to our departure for Magog went a long way to helping us establish ourselves once again as a Province to be reckoned with, we believe that there is still much work to be done and changes made if this effort is to remain viable for the association.

All said we should be proud of the efforts of this team, not only for their successes on field, but for their behavior off-field. This included a tournament wrap-up trip to Montreal, which was a “first” for many of the players and coaches. All in all, it was a “memorable” experience for those chosen to represent TEAM BC at the 2014 Nationals.

I’d like to extend a special “Thank You” to Lee Rogers (Chilliwack Cougars GM) and fellow BCMBA Director Tom Katelnikoff for all the extra work they did behind the scenes in putting this year’s effort together. Much of the success should be attributed to them as well.
18U (Midget) AAA Tier I Westerns – Chilliwack, B.C.

Team B.C. was represented by the Tri-City Indians, with 8 pick-ups from around the league. (One was dismissed prior to the Westerns by the TC organization. which has been cause for discussion)…..Having won the 18U (Midget) AAA Provincials in fine fashion over Kamloops , this team went on to win the Silver Medal at the Westerns, after losing the final in the late innings to the Host Chilliwack Cougars. (7-6)

One “rarity” at this year’s Westerns was, because Tri-City won the Provincials with only a 10 man roster, and because the Host Chilliwack team placed 9 players on Team BC for the Nationals, ALL 18 players that represented BC were slated for the Westerns….Needless to say, it made for some great “theater” over the 4 day tournament. Most pleasing from the perspective of the Chef, was to see the kinship that was built amongst so many of the players regardless of whom they were playing for at the Westerns.

The Host Chilliwack group did BCMBA proud in providing the site for this year’s Westerns.  The facilities, volunteer’s efforts, PA work and pitch count recordings were 2nd to none….(If there’s a group that I could see hosting the Nationals on our behalf one day, this would be it…:o) )

All in all, it was a great event.

18U AA (Midget) – Wayne Bampton

The season started off with many teams confirming by deadline and then folding prior to schedule completion.

One team was waiting on a merger (New West) and the dead line was extended – Park time for the (60 – 90) division appears to be getting harder to find time to play on.  Most Associations are struggling with this issue but as a division all games were played.  Spring season saw some good baseball and competitive teams.  The other side of the division – amped up 17 & 18 year olds – was the number of ejections.  The Midget AA division gave plenty of work to the discipline committee (87 ejections) combined player and coaches. The new rule (15.01 – code of conduct) was very effective. Most ejections were MINOR (15.02) and were arguing and foul language.

Other than the high rate of ejections the division’s spring season went well.

                                   SUMMER

                                          Mainland teams – 14
5 berths plus HOST (Mission)

                                          Interior – 5 teams
1 berth

                                          Island  5 teams
2 berths

                                          North 1 team -
Prince George automatic
 Admittedly there some “Bammer Issues” with the schedule that were ironed out before the coaches meeting. 
The director must sit with John or Tom and proper administration of the web site as some posts were never posted.
Mission hosted the Provincials and did a fabulous job. There was a shortage of volunteers but people from visiting teams were around to assist as the director got to score keep a half dozen games.  There were 3 ejections all occurred early in the game and were given just that game. In the final a player tossed his bat and it bounced into the dugout landing on a player he was awarded 3 games – that would continue to the Westerns. 

The eventual winner was Ladner they went on to Swift Current, Saskatchewan as team BC (see chef’s report for Western report)

                      AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT
1) Director to have better communication with the associations

2) Learn to input information on line quickly and accurately 

3) Have meetings for all spring season Interlocks 

4) Have all associations report team number

5) Coaches to make attempt to hit all deadlines and communicate better

6) Island and Interior to keep director abreast of number of teams etc.

7) Director to attend more games at more associations


16U – Orville Germaine



No Report


13U (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine, Grant Rimer, Brian Davis, Janice Wright,



13U AAA (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine



13U AAA:  Total of 14 teams for summer with breakdown as follows:



North Zone – 0 teams


Interior Zone – 2 teams:   Rutland and Kamloops

Island Zone - 3 teams:  Victoria Black, Victoria Red, Nanaimo

Lower Mainland – 8 teams: Cloverdale, Abbotsford, Aldergrove, White Rock, Vancouver Minor, Richmond, Vancouver Community



Provincial Champ: Abbotsford Angels

Prov. Runner up: Cloverdale Spurs



National Championships: Silver Medal won by Abbotsford Angels

Western Canadian Tier 1 Silver Medal won by Cloverdale Spurs

Provincial Tournament hosted by Cloverdale. Other than 2 coach ejections on the first day the tournament ran smoothly and was very competitive.

Again used a province wide, summer AAA schedule, with a wild card tournament for the last 2 provincial berths, held the weekend prior to the provincial tournament. Thank you to Vancouver Minor for hosting at Nanaimo Park. Victoria Black and Victoria Red advanced to provincials from this tournament.
National and Western reports see reports from Chefs.

Summer 2014:

A
AA
AAA

Summer 2013:

A
AA  AAA

North Zone

0
1
0

North Zone

1
0
1

Interior Zone

4
4
2

Interior Zone

6
2
1

Island Zone

5
5
3

Island Zone

6
6
3

L.M. Zone

15
12
9

L.M. Zone

15
12
8

Total


24
22
14

Provincial (girls)
1

Total


29
20
13

Overall review:
1) There were more teams playing at higher tiers and exposing players to better competition. As well, at 13U AAA there was a lot of competitive teams without the separation of the top 3-4 teams from the rest, while still finishing with the silver medal at nationals. In general the majority of advanced players and teams come out of the areas of the province that tier and compete regularly against the highest possible competition.

2) Encourage a spring 13U AA league on Vancouver Island for 2015 season to aid in player development.

3) At 13U AA on Vancouver Island instituted a summer league prior to the Island zone tournament. 

4) At 13U AAA want to continue with province wide schedule and wild card tournament.

5) The 13U AAA national tournament went well and it looks positive for it to continue for the foreseeable future.

6) BCMBA 13U Selects: The drive-to tournament in Spokane was well received, as was the continued late April/early May province wide tryouts followed by game evaluation. For next year will again look to play in a tournament within driving distance of the lower mainland, in the June 21-July 6 time window, but at the 13U age division necessitating a move to the 80-54 ft diamond for the tournament.  As well, introducing an adjustment in the team size requirement in the rule book to 12-16 players, rather than the current 14-16 players. This would allow more flexibility based on tournament schedule and talent in any given year.
13U AAA National Westerns

This Tournament was held in a very small town called Altona, MB. They did an

awesome job hosting. The only problem was Altona has no hotels to accommodate the

teams. Our hotel was 35-40 minutes away. There were 3 Manitoba, 2 Saskatchewan,

2 Alberta and 1 British Columbia teams.

BC (Cloverdale) started the tournament with a 15-10 win over Calgary and an 8-3 win

over Regina. These games were followed by a very close lost to Pembina Hills 4-3. In

the semi-final BC defeated previously undefeated Saskatoon 12-4. The final BC lost to a

very big and powerful Pembina Hills 9-4.

The team did very well and showed great sportsmanship. This is the second year I have

traveled with Cloverdale to these Westerns. They have always been great representatives for BC.
13U AA (Pee Wee) – 

13U AA:  Total of 22 teams for summer with breakdown as follows:



North  Zone – 1 team, 1 provincial berth



Interior Zone – 4 teams, 2 provincial berths



Island Zone -  5 teams, 2 provincial berths 



Lower Mainland – 12 teams, 4 provincial berths + host



Provincial Champ: Duncan



Western Canadian Tier II Gold Medal won by Duncan

Provincial Tournament host Port Coquitlam did a great job. Held in conjunction with the association’s 50th Anniversary they had outstanding community support. Their batting cage mural is truly unique and cooperative effort between the association and the municipality, and tournament program one of best ever.

13U A (Pee Wee) – Brian Davis – Bryon Williscroft


13U A: Total of 23 teams for summer:  

North – 0 teams

Interior – 4 teams, 2 provincial berths

Island – 5 teams,  2 provincial berths

Lower Mainland –  15 teams, 5 provincial berths + host


Provincial Champ: Comox Valley

Provincial Tournament host North Delta did a great job, and all games on schedule 
John Main



No Report
15U (Bantam) – Mike Kelly, Pat Weatherill, John Braaten, Tom Katelnikoff, Fraser Campbell


15U AAA (Bantam) – Mike Kelly




No Report



15U AA (Bantam) – Pat Weatherill

22 teams, representing all four zones participated in Summer play, North-1, Interior-4, Island 3 and Lower Mainland 14.

 


Zone Tournaments were played in Duncan and Kamloops

 


Burnaby hosted Provincials, July 30th through July 3rd at Kensington Park.

Aldergrove beat Prince George to win the title of Provincial Champion, moving to Westerns in Swift Current.

 There was one ejection during the tournament. 

 I would like to thank Burnaby Minor, as well as Ted Williams for looking after the Umpire group,



15U A (Bantam) – John Braaten



2014 15U “A” Provincials/Summer All-Star season – Burnaby 

This Summer All-Star season saw nineteen teams declare for Summer play within the Province. The same number entered as the previous year. There were a number of Associations that merged for Summer play to get to this number.

The Lower Mainland Summer league consisted of 14 teams. 3 teams gained Provincial berths from the East and West divisions. There was a play-in play-off game for the 7th LM berth between the two 4th place teams of which Surrey/New West earning the spot. Cloverdale used the new Rule allowing for multiple unbalanced teams for Summer play in 15U “A” and entered two teams. Their second team almost earned a berth into the play-in game.

There was only one team from the Interior (Kamloops) and gained a berth. There were three teams from Vancouver Island of which a Zone tournament was played and Campbell River and Comox Valley gaining the two Island berths.

This Provincial tournament was hosted by Burnaby Minor Baseball Association. It was co-hosted by the Bantam Girls Selects making it a 12 team Championship. The tournament was run post August long weekend beginning Wednesday, August 6th and concluded Sunday, August 10th. I only heard from one individual complaining about the post-Long Weekend Championship and length. Otherwise I believe all went well.

The competiveness of the tournament once again was a positive light on this Division. All but one of the 12 teams earned at least one win. At the end of a 5 game round-robin play Abbotsford, Campbell River, Surrey/New West and White Rock advanced to the medal round.

Abbotsford and Campbell River played in the final which was one of the most back-and-forth competitive games that I have seen played this year which Campbell River outlasting Abbotsford 12-11 to repeat as Provincial Champions.

I would like to thank the Host Committee for a well-run tournament and for the hours put in to make such an event such a success.

11U (Mosquito) – Grant Butler, Fraser Campbell, Janice Wright



11U AAA T1 – Kamloops

North – 

0 teams

Interior – 

3 teams, 2 provincial berths 

Island – 

2 teams, 2 provincial berths

Lower Mainland - 
7 teams, 6 provincial berths



11U AAA T2 – Duncan

North – 

1 team, 1 provincial berth

Interior – 

2 teams, 2 provincial berths 

Island – 

3 teams, 2 provincial berths

Lower Mainland - 
8 teams, 5 provincial berths



11U AA – Newton

North – 

1 team, 1 provincial berth

Interior – 

1 team, 1 provincial berth 

Island – 

1 team, 1 provincial berth

Lower Mainland - 
7 teams, 7 provincial berths




11U A: Victoria

North – 

0 teams

Interior – 

1 team, 1 provincial berth

Island – 

4 teams, 3 provincial berths

Lower Mainland - 
9 teams, 6 provincial berths



Summer 2014







A
AA
T2
T1
North Zone

0
1
1
0

Interior Zone

1
1
2
3

Island Zone

4
1
3
2

L.M. Zone

9
7
8
7

Total


14
10
14
12
Grand Total:
50 teams


11U – AAA – Eric
Host association, Duncan Junior Minor Baseball, was as organized and accommodating as possible. This 10 team tournament began on Thursday, August 6 with Opening Ceremonies and a Skills Competition that all teams participated in. Tournament Director and President Kevin Olender and is committee did a phenomenal job.

There were only 2 issues requiring BC Minor interception and I appreciate the assistance of Grant Butler. During a game involving Cloverdale (Cam Gair) and Duncan (Bryn Battey) became involved in a verbal altercation. Each coach insists the other began the taunting. Although it was not audible to the spectators, a photographer reported the incident to Kevin Olender. I was summoned from the other field, both teams were warned about their behaviour and told any further incidents involving those coaches would result in them being ejected and suspended for the remainder of the weekend.

There was 1 ejection of a player from Kelowna, the umpires report is attached. He was given a further 1 game suspension for use of profanities toward the umpire.

Overall the tournament was a success with many compliments from parents and participating teams.


AAA Tier I Provincials




This provincial was held in Kamloops. The City of Kamloops was a great sponsor for the

tournament, providing score boards, grandstands, and water amongst other things for the

tournament.
Lots of great baseball and sportsmanship. It was hot and Saturday evening provided a lightning storm.
The bronze medal game was a thriller with Cloverdale defeated Chilliwack 1‐0. The final game was 6‐4 Abbotsford over Ladner. This game was also a thriller.
After the round robin there was a tie in one pool. I used the entire tie breaking rule.

Games went very well as Kamloops provided senior umpires for every game. Kamloops always does a great job with these tournaments.


11U – AA – Grant

This year’s Provincial tournament in Newton was a grand success, the weather was amazing and the baseball was great. Newton’s organizing committee headed by Sanda King were amazing, many thanks go out to Sid Davis, Dave Barry and the grounds crew, concession and umpires.

In the early stages of setting up the tournament it looked like we would only have 9 teams from around the province but a North Delta A team stepped up to make it a ten tournament. 

Aldergrove was the class of the tournament going undefeated and hardly tested until the final where Penticton made them play 2 extra innings to settle the affair. Aldergrove finished with the gold, Penticton the Silver and North Delta and Burnaby Minor took home Bronze. Pool A had to use tie breaking rules to determine the top 2 finishers which left Vancouver on the outside. The other Associations to make the provincial tournament were Salt Spring, South Burnaby, Surrey, Quesnel and Newton as the Host. 


11U – A - Fraser

The Peninsula Baseball and Softball Association, affiliated with GVBA, did an admiral job of hosting the 2014 11U A Provincials. 

A well-organized event with plenty of association and local support combined with a group of eager and willing participants made this a great event to be a part of.

Some unfortunate events unfolded near the end of the second day resulting in some uncomfortable circumstances which needed to be dealt with. These were primarily due to inexperienced coaching crews not preparing or understanding the pitch count limits. Delays resulting from this pushed the finish of a game into the third day due to darkness. 

Perhaps more work needs to be done with some of the early age groups at the local level to prepare their coaches and players for what to expect when attending Provincial play.

Campbell River squeaked by Victoria for the Gold in the final game which was a pleasure to watch.  

All in all, a good experience for most teams with plenty of compliments handed out to the organizers by some of the experienced coaches, which was a testament to the event.



Rally Cap – Grant Butler, Janice Wright




No Report



Tadpole – Grant Butler




No Report



WESTERN CANADA TIER II – Gary Trudell – Wayne Bampton




Gary Trudell

Westerns were much better than 2013. All teams were competitive, courteous, accommodating and represented BC very well. 

Pee Wees were the strength of our contingent for the second year in a row. Losing the first game in a close contest and finishing the tournament with a blowout win over Altona, Manitoba who used all their pitching in two previous Sunday games before they were forced to play a third game for the Gold. Peewee parents were great to work with and supported not just their team but BC as a whole, taking in both Midget and Bantam games.

Midgets and Bantams were more competitive this year, each going 2 - 2 but could have been 3 - 1 with more pitching and hitting.

Overall a good showing by all teams.

Moose Mountain Bus Lines should be commended for doing a job above and beyond the call of responsibility. From Regina to Swift Current and return, they had an outstanding effort in ensuring all teams and parents were well informed of the area (restaurants and attractions) and ensured all teams were delivered and picked up on time. Dennis and Don were VERY courteous and professional in their efforts to placate everyone involved.

Angela Schultz (Tournament Chair) was presented with flowers and a gift from our three teams and Chefs as a special thank you for her efforts over the past 2 years.

In the future, an effort should be made to send two Midget teams to this tournament. Maybe the second place AAA team as well as the AA Champions. Most teams over the past two years have failed to realize that pick-ups are a very important and integral part of the make-up of TEAM BC. To keep us competitive, more thought has to go into the decisions made by coaches. They can't just play the players that got them there. They have to realize this is a level above the provincials.

All teams should be educated in proper etiquette when travelling. (hats and uniforms worn properly and table manners when in public as a team).

Teams that are not playing in the medal round MUST support teams that are. No teams came to the park to support the Peewees in their bid for the Gold. The same thing happened last year.

Wayne was very good to work with and should have no trouble doing another Western. His organization skills were very good and he worked well with teams and tournament officials. Some problems did arise with the Bantam team and Wayne but that was due to prior circumstances.

Overall...it was a real pleasure to work with everyone involved and I wouldn't hesitate to assist again if the need arises.

Wayne Bampton
The entire event was well organized and ran near seamlessly.  The teams were well balanced and were competitive.  The Pee Wee team by far the strongest in the age group but the gold was not without very strong play, solid hitting and exceptional pitching.

The Midgets were simply out matched in their two losses and were competitive in the two wins.  The Bantams may have been more competitive in the losses IF maybe they added a pick-up or 3.  

The teams were exceptionally well behaved from airport to destination as well as the buses to Swift Current.  At the hotel they continued the great behavior and Gary and I introduced old school respect – no hats at the table.  The coaches and players bought into it and by day 3 we had complete compliance.

The tournament itself was well run, officiated and played.  The entire facility and directors were top notch.  The opportunity to work with Gary Trudell and learning from his years of experience, just amazing.  Everything from the buses (ground transport) he had organized to just watching interact with other provincial bodies, players and parents.

ON FIELD

All three teams acted with great sportsmanship throughout having no issues or complaints.  They simply played the game to their best ability and continued to do so win or lose.

OFF FIELD

All three teams were very respectful and polite around the facility and while on outings.  They definitely did the province proud.

ISSUES

Having ground transportation was imperative for the success of the games.  The ability for the teams to go to and from the park as well as dinners and other outings was a very positive addition.  Some parents were under the belief the bus was at their disposal but both Gary and I stated straight out that unless we were on the bus it was not leaving the hotel.  We did accommodate the parents by setting up a second bus departing the hotel 40 minutes prior to game time.  This worked perfectly – any time Gary and I went for dinner we offered a 30 minute window for anybody that wanted to join us.

TEAMS

PEE WEE

Players were amazing – the parents took a while to warm up but by game 2 they were extremely pleasant and talkative.  Made us feel welcome
BANTAM

The parents, players or coaches made zero attempts to reach out to us (me particular) one of the parents – president Lyall Sharman went out of his way to use his passive aggressive mannerisms to ensure I felt belittled anytime he could.  Thus there was very limited contact with the Bantam group between a past history and whatever was said during the Westerns made it very uncomfortable.

MIDGETS

The team, staff and parents were fabulous. From the airport they all made it a comfortable and welcoming experience.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

1) NO parents on same flight or staying at “team” hotel  as per the Nationals

2) Buses to be used by team – parents and siblings to pay for a portion

3) To increase Western fee from $150 t0 200 to cover costs of a second “micro-fibre” T-shirt uniform in either white of blue. Of the 15 teams 8 were wearing red including the three BC teams – shirts are available from Greystone for about $25 each.

4) To investigate the possibility of a second team of midgets to attend the Westerns next year.  The foundation is already in place ground transport and other basics.  The idea would be to send the AA winner AND the AAA runner up thus making BC more competitive.  The 2 n 2 team this year is a better showing than the past – last few years have been 1 and 3 or 0 and 4

The extra costs would be absorbed by the 200 fee and would satisfy BC Minor’s mission statement of having the most players involved.


COMMITTEES:



Girls – Val Greenwood / Wayne Bampton




With the change in format and the addition on some key personnel the program saw

some growth.  We were able to field a 13U, 16U and new this year a 20U team. It was important to have this growth as it was a rebuilding season for both the 13U and 16U teams.

With David Laing of Baseball BC taking a step back from the girls program to 

concentrate on other programs, Scott McKenzie of Baseball BC step in and became a very hands on director with the girls.  He was able to set up a three (3) day training camp with some very valuable outside trainers.  We had Craig Tessier, Shawn Schaefer and player Tylor Yorko from Douglas College, former MLB player  Aaron Myette, Rhonda Pauls, Al Forman, Director of Player Development (Girls Committee) and coach of the BC Selects Senior Women, Darren Rock, Vince Restoule and Bruce Murdock – coaches BC Minor and BC Selects. The instruction the girls received was extremely valuable to them and the coaches. Everyone learned a lot as did the guest trainers about how well the girls can play.  Many have expressed an interest in returning next year.  Many thanks to them for taking time out of their busy lives to help out.

My thanks to Scott for setting this up and all the help I received this year.

With Bill Beckett having to take leave of the 13U team, Al Forman was instrumental in helping to keep the 13U players interested in playing and with the help of Bruce Murdock ran weekly skills camps.  Many of the older girls, when not playing, would also turn up to work with Al and Bruce.

Rhonda Pauls another addition to the Girls Committee was responsible for teaching the girls mentorship and rules of the game.

My thanks to Al, Bill, Bruce and Rhonda for the long hours they put in to prepare the girls.

Wayne Bampton also needs to thanked for all his hard work over the past three (3) years with his coaching experience, scouting out the raw talent and most important all the time he put in, many of it with no help.  Thanks Wayne!!

13U

Under the guidance of Bruce the team was entered into the Newton tournament in May, but did not great success. With Bill leaving Vince and Maurice Restoule took over the coaching duties for the 13U team.  As most of the girls were from outside the Lower Mainland we were unable to field a summer team.

The team went on to the Western Canada Girls Invitation Tournament in Spruce Grove, Alberta in August and did well coming in a respectful second place.

My thanks to Vince and Maurice for supplying Kensington Park fields, their coaching expertise and support of the girls program.

16U

With new head coach Darren Rock and returning coach Marty Van der Loos the girls started training in the gym early in the year.  All players were welcome to join in.  The team saw five (5) returning players from last year’s team and ten (10) new players.  The team was entered in the Newton and Burnaby tournaments.   Rob Ross from Aldergrove was added as a third coach.

The 16U team was also entered into the BC Minor summer league were they unfortunately had little success but it was important that they play those games to get the experience for the younger players heading into the National Championship.  Once again the girls were co-hosts of the BC Minor 16U A Provincial Tournament in Burnaby. 

My thanks to John Braaten and BC Minor for expanding the tournament to twelve (12) teams and allowing the girls to participate.

The team traveled to Saguenay, Quebec for the Baseball Canada 16U Invitational Championships.  The scores were pretty ugly, but they were by no means any indication of how the girls played.  They played hard but came up against a strong Alberta team and an even stronger team from Manitoba.  Both teams were a surprise as to how well they played compared to last year.  In their final game they came upon the eventual winner of the tournament, Quebec.  For the most part the girls were in all the games, but be in nerves or inexperience they had several innings in all three (3) games in the round robin where the wheels just fell of the bus and those nasty errors cost runs.  They did finish on a high note beating a very tired and disheartened team from Newfoundland/Labrador to finish seventh (7th) in the tournament.

Helen Terry, a graduating player from last year took over a large mentorship challenge with the team.  She suffered a concussion early in the year and took it upon herself to come and help with the team.  Helen worked mainly with the pitchers and catchers at the practices, tournaments, and the training camp with evaluations.  She also joined us in Quebec where her advice to the players was invaluable.  She is now working on getting her coaching certification under BC Minor’s apprenticeship program.  Many thanks to Helen for stepping up.

My thanks to Darren, Marty, Rob and Helen for a job well done.

Also my thanks to Andrea Ross who took over the communications with the girls regarding practices, games times and other paperwork.  Thanks Andrea.

20U

This age group is new this year and a first in Canada.  The team was made up of many graduating players from last year, three (3) 16U players and a walk on.  Darren and Marty took over the coaching of the 20Us with the help of Scott and Aaron.  They participated in the Baseball Canada Senior Women’s Open Championships held in Whalley as the host team, they faced many strong teams who had players who play on the National team.  They finished with a 1-3 record.

The senior team coached by Al Forman, Randy Elrick and Bruce Murdock, having played together for a number of years, finished in third (3rd) place beating out Quebec.

Our congratulations go out to Claire Eccles (White Rock) and Ella Matteuci (Fruitvale) for being selected to the Canadian National team.  Both went to Japan with the team for the World Cup and have been performing well.

My thanks to Al, Randy, Bruce, Darren, Marty, Scott and Aaron for their contributions to these teams.

Thanks also goes out to David Laing, the Board of Baseball BC and the Board of BC Minor for their continued support of the girls program.


Eligibility – Pat Weatherill



No Report

Boundaries - Brian Davis / Orville Germaine

‘

No Report


Rules – Stuart Drysdale / John Braaten



No Report


Discipline – Stuart Drysdale

The 2014 season saw a total of 123 ejections during the course of the year (both Spring and Summer), which was an increase from 74 during the 2013 season.  While, many may believe the reason of the increase is solely based on the new implementation of 15.11, for the most part I would have to disagree.  What, I do believe has occurred, is that umpires are not tolerating incidents where foul and abusive language is being used, when communicating with officials.

For example, if a Coach approaches an umpire to say “That is a terrible call”, then he should be ejected under Rule 15.11; however, what we are seeing is a Coach who approaches an umpire to say “That is a fucking terrible call”, which he is then ejected – but this cannot be classified as Rule 15.11, this is wrong before Rule 15.11 was implemented and should have not been tolerated.

While Rule 15.11 may need some fine tuning, I believe that the implementation did its job this year.  Why?  Well, it caused coaches to really think about what they were going to approach an umpire about and had coaches really think about the real reason they are on the field – not to question umpires, but to teach his players.

11U

5

13U A

3

13U AA
0

13U AAA
6

15U A

13

15U AA
13

15U AAA
17

18U AA
50

18U AAA
14

Junior

2

Out of these one hundred and twenty-two (122) ejections, fifty-six (56) are contributed to both coaches and players “Questioning, Arguing and/or Making Comments” on judgement calls.  The severity of these offences has a wide range, from gestures to comments to arguing.   The new rule accounts for less than fifty (50) percent of the ejections this season.  

All managers, coaches and players need to be reminded that any ejection (regardless of the reason and severity) carries an AUTOMATIC ONE (1) GAME SUSPENSION, based on Rule 15.12 that was passed the Annual General Meeting.  This has taken must work off of the Discipline Committee, as we are only reviewing ejections that require additional games, past the automatic one (1) game suspension.

All ejections for Summer Baseball will be handled by BC Minor.  Coaches are reminded to report ejections to the Discipline Chair, so that they can handle in a timely manner.
Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale

No Report
High Performance – Mike Kelly / Orville Germaine
NCCP - Ray Wearing / Grant Butler
Risk Management – Stuart Drysdale


No Report
Coaching Development – Mike Kelly
Coaching Conference – Mike Kelly


No Report
Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler / Mike Pheasey


No Report
Grass Roots – Grant Butler, Gary Trudell, Janice Wright


No Report

Scholarship – Midget Directors


Have four applicants to date, with one having played in the PBL for the last 3 years.


Will follow up and discuss with Wayne at Sat’s Board meeting.

PR – Sponsorship – Marketing – Travel – Pat Weatherill / Tom Katelnikoff

No Report

NEW BUSINESS:

1)  Fall Releases
No Releases for fall ball required

2) September Workshops
Interior – September 13 – 11:00 am – Kamloops


Mike Sarai, Tom Katelnikoff, Janice Wright, Orville Germaine

Island – September 20 – 12:00 (noon) – Victoria

Mike Sarai, Orville Germaine, Fraser Campbell, Grant Butler, Mike Kelly, Bryon Williscroft

Lower Mainland – September 18 – Location TBA – deadline for Associations wishing to attend is September 10 – Directors to phone or email their Associations

3) Awards Committee

Mike Kelly – Val Greenwood

Will update criteria in October

Will have 1 team per division

Association of the Year

Coach of the Year

4) 2014 Scholarship Update

Midget Division

5 Applications

Cheques – hand out at Banquet?

5) High Performance Honorarium – see business arising

6) AGM

Langley Events Centre – November 15 – 10:00 am

Breakfast will be coffee, juice and pastries only

Lunch will be provided

7) Queen’s Park Stadium – New Westminster

Park is to be taken over and converted to a Soccer ONLY field

Rally on Monday
MOTION TO ADJOURN – 10:38 AM – S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill
M/S/C

Next meeting October 7th at Baseball BC office
