
To my Fellow coaching directors  and club presidents, 

 I wanted to reach out in regard to the upcoming rule change proposal that was submitted to MYSA by CC 
United Soccer for upcoming voting.  I believe this year’s AGM carries significance importance in how our 
game is offered to each child in the Minnesota. I understand that each club has many challenges now, 
this proposal looks to help makes us more accessible for participation and attachment. I do think that we 
need a path in our game, but that path should be broader and pushed at a psychologically relevant time 
to a players (not parents) direction. 

Community programs in all youth sports are invaluable, it's a key time where a journey and attachment 
begins for our youth athletes. In the attachment phase kids play to be with friends, play locally, and look 
to play competitive. We feel this proposal will realign kids being able to play with their friends and in their 
neighborhoods.  Without this proposal we affect the demographic and social experience in a country 
where the following of the game is not consistent.  

With the creation of larger clubs, we have changed the focus to sound marketable. The names of 
programs have changed, and kids are more likely to be on a pathway, rather than just discovering the 
game. With Ian Barker as State DOC and social media in its infancy, many years ago we had the perfect 
model in coach education growing alongside community participation.  As social media has changed how 
everything operates, youth sports is getting more of a business look and we have never been so far away 
from pick up soccer, neighborhood games, and early attachment as we are today. 

The most significant factors in this change are 

1. Top level soccer -  it is getting watered down as it is so accessible 
2. Participant numbers in the state 
3. Cost to plan 
4. Branding - names are becoming a bigger factor than the game 

While I am aware of the growth in organization of other competitive timeline sports such as Lacrosse, and 
the increased demands in other sports, we have hit the point of more and better not being the answer – 
we need to take a step back and focus on the base and the 95%. 

By implementing this rule we can define, develop and maintain our presence as a soccer opportunity for 
kids. Players leave clubs. But the change in climate has them leaving en masse and leaving earlier than 
ever. This proposal looks to reduce this trend by promoting clubs to be community based. 

The dilemma experienced by community families is massive, and when Premier kicks in we see players 
leave the sport. Allowing such ease of movement leads to being uncomfortable and unsure. If I stay, and 
some of my friends leave, my team is weakened, I cant afford to move and I don’t have an attachment 
with another group in another club. The players with these questions just stop but the foundation for this 
started around 11 years old.  

The 2nd piece of this rule affects recreational soccer.  For the 1st year parent if they can’t play with friends 
or locally they may look for another activity. We have to entrust the development of attachment to our 
community clubs and to be cooperative as possible when 15 kicks in.   

I know it would have its challenges, but this would make each club start on the same page and make 
competitive games operate with sense of fairness. It should also make for a more balances playing field 
and should reduce the need for clubs to travel out of state to play evenly matched games.  
 
Incidentally- this proposal is already in place for Minnesota’s largest youth sport – Basketball, as well as 
Hockey, Wresting and other sports. Having access to more players for a single club is not the best path to 



overall soccer development. Opportunity, inclusiveness, cooperation and togetherness will keep more 
kids playing the sport, and for longer. Please join me and allow the game to develop for all, 
 

Jonathan Tudor 

Director of Coaching 

CC United Soccer 

612 889 0668 

Opportunity for Community 

 


