
VARSITY BASEBALL 2019 

28-7 
*District 15 Champs 



 
Top L/R: Jacek Balicki, Karson Milbrandt, Caleb Cahill, Reid Plum, 

Aiden Watson, Jack Shultz, Chayton Beck, Braxton Bragg, Peyton 

Steenstra, Drew Mackie, Ethan Hill, Harrison Day, Max Roos and Ryan 

Williams 

Bottom L/R: Grant Littrell, Dawson Goe, Sawyer Loomis, Cooper 

Schechinger, Ben Jones, Brady Littrell, Drake Persinger, Jacob Selock, 

Jordan Carlson and Justin Schmidt 
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Head Coach - Kirk Bragg  Asst. Vince Armilio  Asst. Shaun Marcum  

 

 

 

COACHING STAFF 



District 15 Bracket 

 

Pre Season Ranking   March 29th    April 12th  

   

April 29th      May 10th     Final Rankings (est) 

    

 

  

1. DeSmet (15-14-1) 

2. Marquette (24-9) 

3. Willard (30-7) 

4. Staley (27-7) 

5. Nixa (23-3) 

6. LSW (25-5) 

7. Col. Rockbridge (29-8) 

8. LIBERTY (28-7) 

9. Glendale (22-8) 

10. Rockhurst (22-10) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Opponent Location W/L Score 

Mar 15 - 19 Metro Leadoff       

  ↳   Mar 15   ↳   Smithville UYA Win 5 - 0 

  ↳   Mar 18   ↳   Blue Springs UYA Win 8 - 3 

  ↳   Mar 18   ↳   Park Hill UYA Win 6 - 4 

  ↳   Mar 20   ↳   Rockhurst UYA Win 8 - 4 

  ↳   Mar 20   ↳   Kearney UYA Win 2 - 1 (8) 

Mar 22 Kearney Home Loss 6 - 7 

Mar 26 Park Hill South Home Win 10 - 0 

Mar 30 Blue Springs Home Win 12 - 1 

Mar 30 Blue Springs Home Win 7 - 3 

Apr 1 Liberty North Away Win 4 - 3 

Apr 3 Lee's Summit Home Loss 0 - 1 

Apr 5 Staley Away Loss 3 - 4 (11) 

Apr 6 Belton Home Win 7 - 2 

Apr 6 Smithville Home Win 5 - 2 

Apr 8 Truman Away Win 15 - 4 

Apr 10 Central (St. Joseph) Home Win 6 - 5 

Apr 13 Oak Park Home Win 11 - 1 

Apr 13 Oak Park Home Win 9 - 0 

Apr 15 - 20 Northland Tourney       

  ↳   Apr 15   ↳   Platte County Away Win 7 - 4 

  ↳   Apr 16   ↳   Park Hill Home Win 10 - 0 

  ↳   Apr 17   ↳   Excelsior Springs Home Win 15 - 0 

  ↳   Apr 18   ↳   Oak Park Away Win 11 - 1 

  ↳   Apr 19   ↳   Grain Valley Home Win 12 - 2 

Apr 24 Park Hill South Away Loss 2 - 3 (9) 

Apr 25 Liberty North Home Win 3 - 2 

Apr 27 Blue Springs South Away Loss 2 - 12 

Apr 27 Platte County Away Win 14 - 3 

Apr 29 Lee's Summit Away Win 10 - 0 

May 1 Truman Home Win 7 - 2 

May 3 Central (St. Joseph) Away Loss 0 - 5 

May 4 Lee's Summit North Away Win 6 - 0 

May 4 Lee's Summit North Away Win 4 - 0 

May 11 - 14 District Tournament       

  ↳   May 14   ↳   North Kansas City Home Win 10 - 3 

  ↳   May 15   ↳   Kearney Home Win 5 - 0 

May 21 - Jun 
1 

Class 5 - State 
Tournament       

  ↳   May 22   ↳   Staley Home Loss 1 - 3 

 

WINS 28 

LOSSES 7 

 

RUN DIFFERENTIAL: 

243 – 85 = +158 

 

SHUT OUTS: 

9 

 

10 RUN GAMES:  

10 



VARSITY HIGHLIGHTS 2019 

GM1: LIBERTY 5 V. SMITHVILLE 0 
Jays defeat Smithville 5-0 to open the season. Brady Littrell went 3 for 4 with a double, Jacob Selock 
drove in 2 and Chayton Beck went 2-3 with a double. (SO) Ryan Williams picked up the win 
throwing 4 strong innings. Liberty is 1-0 on the season. 
  
GM2: LIBERTY 8 V. BLUE SPRINGS 3 
Liberty defeats Blue Springs 8-3 in GM 1...Sawyer Loomis was solid today 5 IP, 5 K’s picking up the 
W, Justin Schmidt (SV) closed it down 3 K’s. Chayton Beck, Braxton Bragg and Ben Jones each had 2 
hits, Drew Mackie drove in 2. Liberty is now 2-0. 
 
GM3: LIBERTY 6 V. PARK HILL 4 
Jays defeat Park Hill 6-4 in Gm 2 tonight, Brady Littrell has a big game 2-3 with a triple, Braxton 
Bragg went 2-4 with a triple, Ryan Williams hit a double & RBI. Jacob Selock picked up the W and 
Max Roos the SV. Liberty is now 3-0 on the season. 
 
GM4: LIBERTY 8 V. PARK HILL 4 
Game 4: Jays defeat Rockhurst 8-4 in the 1st game today, Braxton Bragg 2-3 triple 2 RBI’s, Drew 
Mackie 2-3 double & Ben Jones 2-3 w/2 RBI’s...Harrison Day threw 3 1/3rd IP striking out 5, Peyton 
Steenstra picks up the W allowing 0 R in 3 2/3rds. Liberty is 4-0 on the season. 
 
GM5: LIBERTY 8 V. PARK HILL 4 
GM 5: In 8 innings Drake Persinger’s big INF single scores Ryan Williams to seal the win! Liberty 
defeats Kearney 2-1. Braxton Bragg throws 6 solid innings striking out 10 and walking 1. Justin 
Schmidt closes it down for the Win. Drake Persinger went 2-2. Jays are now 5-0! 
 
GM6: KEARNEY 7 V. LIBERTY 6 
Too many defensive miscues did the Jays in yesterday vs. Kearney. The Bulldogs took full advantage 
of a 5 run 2nd inning to seal the win. Max Roos was solid in relief throwing 3 2/3rd’s innings 0 runs 
2 hits 3 K’s. Liberty is now 5-1 on the season next up Tues. v PHS 5pm @ LHS. 
 
GM7: LIBERTY 10 V. PHS 0 
Jays defeat PHS 10-0 today, Braxton Bragg throws CG 5 innings, 2 hit, 6 K Win on the mound. Bats 
pounded out 13 hits, Jacob Selock 3-3, 2 doubles 4 RBI’s...Bragg, Drew Mackie and Harrison Day 
each had 2 hits. Chayton Beck drove in 2. Liberty is now 6-1 on the season. 
 
GM8: LIBERTY 12 V. BLUE SPRINGS 1 
GM1: Jays defeat Blue Springs 12-1 on the beautiful all TURF! field one can only dream. Drew 
Mackie 3-4 double, HR 5 RBI’s...Braxton Bragg 2 for 2 with 2 HR’s 4 runs, 3 RBI’s, Chayton Beck 2-3, 
Harrison Day stroked a 3 run HR. Sawyer Loomis picks up the W striking out 6. 
 
GM9: LIBERTY 7 V. BLUE SPRINGS 3 
GM 2: Jays defeat Blue Springs 7-3 in the second game. Drew Mackie was on fire again 2 for 3 with 
another HR and 3 RBI’s, Harrison Day 1 for 2. Max Roos was dominant again coming in relief 
throwing 5 inn. 6 strikeouts for the W. Liberty is now 8-1 on the season!  
 
 
 
 



GM10: LIBERTY 4 V. LIBERTY NORTH 3 
Jays defeat Liberty North 4-3 tonight. Drew Mackie came up big 
in the 5th inn. with a 2 run double, to take the lead. Mackie 2-3, 
Ben Jones 2-3, Braxton Bragg double RBI. Bragg was strong on 
the mound picking up the Win, 7 K’s, Justin Schmidt the BIG SV. 
Jays are now 9-1! 
 
GM11:LEE'S SUMMIT 1 V. LIBERTY 0 
Jays fall to Lee’s Summit 1-0...Soph Harrison Day pitched a great 
game CG 7 inn. allowing 1 run striking out 5. Jays offense had 
zero answers LS pitcher Grant Heizer, Liberty is now 9-2 and 
face Staley on Friday. 
 
GM12:STALEY 4 V. LIBERTY 3 
Jays fall to Staley 4-3 in 11 innings. It was an epic battle 
between two really good teams.  Sawyer Loomis was strong on 
the mound going 6 innings striking out 6 allowing only 1 earned 

run. Drew Mackie had 2 big RBI’s, but it was not enough to secure the win. Jays look to bounce back 
against Smithville.  
 
GM13: LIBERTY 5 V. SMITHVILLE 2 
Long 24 hours as the Jays played 25 innings! Picked up a victory this morning 5-2 over Smithville. 
Ryan Williams 5 solid innings on the mound for he win, Peyton Steenstra picks up the save. Jays 
move to 10-3 on the season. 
 
GM14: LIBERTY 7 V. BELTON 2 
Gm 2 today: Jays defeat Belton 7-2. Strong pitching dominated the game Justin Schmidt goes 4 
innings striking out 7, Freshman Reid Plum throws 2 innings striking out 3 and once again Peyton 
Steenstra closed the door. Liberty is now 11-3 on the season & face Truman Mon. 
 
GM15: LIBERTY 15 V. TRUMAN 4 
Jays defeat Truman today 15-4 in 5 innings. Drew Mackie 4 for 4 with 2 doubles, 4 RBI’s...Ryan 
Williams 2 for 3 with 2 RBI’s...Liberty pounded out 15 hits in the win, up next a tough home game 
Wednesday v. Central at home 5pm. Blue Jays are 12-3. 
 
GM16: LIBERTY 6 V. CENTRAL 5 
Jays defeat St. Joseph Central tonight in walk off fashion. Chayton Beck comes up in the bottom of 7 
and hammers a solo walk off homer. Blue Jays win 6-5. Beck was 2-3, Drew Mackie 2-3, Ben Jones 
hits a triple. Liberty is now 13-3 on the season. 
 
GM17: LIBERTY 11 V. OAK PARK 1 
GM1: Jays defeat Oak Park 11-1, Ben Jones 2-3 with a double, Jordan Carlson 2 for 2 with a triple 
and 3 RBI’s. Justin Schmidt picks up the win striking out 3 scattering 2 hits. Liberty is now 14-3. 
 
GM18: LIBERTY 9 V. OAK PARK 0 
GM2: Liberty continues where it left off and defeats Oak Park 9-0 with a big 8 run first. Chayton 
Beck 2 for 3, Ben Jones 2 for 2, Dawson Goe drove in 2. Reid Plum throws 4 inn striking out 5 for the 
win, Drew Mackie 2 inn with 5 K’s. Jays are now 15-3 on the season. 



GM19: LIBERTY 7 V. PLATTE COUNTY 4 
Liberty hit the road for a battle vs Platte County...tied 3-3 
heading into the 7th bases loaded Braxton Bragg hits a two 
run double and Ben Jones follows it up with a 2 run single. 
Jays close it out and win 7-4. Aiden Watson was 2-3. Peyton 
Steenstra the win. Jays are now 16-3. 

GM20: LIBERTY 10 V. PARK HILL 0 
Jays came out hot, bats were rolling scoring 5 runs in the 1st, 
3 in the 2nd. Jays cruise over Park Hill 10-0. Jacob Selock 
tosses a 1 hit shutout & went 2-3 at the plate 2 RBI’s, Aiden 
Watson 3-4, Drew Mackie 2-3 with 3 RBI’s, Chayton Beck 2-3 
with 2 RBI’s. Liberty is now 17-3. 
 
GM21: LIBERTY 15 V. EX. SPRINGS 0 
Liberty defeats Ex. Springs 15-0 in 4 inn. Jays offense was the 
headline again pounding out 14 hits. Jordan Carlson 2-2 3 

RBIs. Dawson Goe drives in 3, Drew Mackie, Braxton Bragg and Chayton Beck each 2 hits. Sawyer 
Loomis the Win. Liberty is now 18-3 on the season. 
 
GM22: LIBERTY 11 V. OAK PARK 1 
Jays defeat Oak Park 11-1, Max Roos CG 6 IP, 4 K’s for the Win. Roos was also 2-3 at the plate with a 
HR, double and 4 RBI’s, Jack Shultz was 2-3 triple 2 RBI’s, Aiden Watson drove in 2. Liberty is now 
19-3 and face a tough Grain Valley squad Friday 3pm @ LHS. 
 
GM23: LIBERTY 12 V. GRAIN VALLEY 2 
Jays defeat Grain Valley 12-2 to finish the Northland Tourney 5-0. Braxton Bragg threw 3 scoreless 
striking out 4. Jacob Selock 3-3, Jack Shultz drives in 4, Ryan Williams and Bragg each collect 2 hits. 
Liberty is now 20-3 on the season and get a few needed days off. GO BLUE!  
 
GM24: PARK HILL SOUTH 3 V. LIBERTY 2 
Jays fall in 9 innings to PHS 3-2. Sawyer Loomis was dominant on the mound pitching 7 1/3rd 
striking out 5 walking 0. Liberty is now 20-4. 
 
GM25: LIBERTY 3 V. LIBERTY NORTH 2 
Jays defeat North today in walk off fashion. Ryan Williams smoked a lead off triple in the 7th & 
Jordan Carlson drives him in for the big win. Williams was 2-3 double & triple, Jack Shultz & 
Harrison Day huge RBI’s. Braxton Bragg strikes out 9 walks 0 for CG W. Liberty is 21-4 
 
GM26: LIBERTY 14 V. PLATTE COUNTY 3 
Jays split the double header today, GM1 Jays we’re clicking defeating Platte County 14-3, it was the 
Chayton Beck show Beck went 2 for 3 with a double and a grand slam 7 RBI day!!! Jordan Carlson 2-
2 double & Aiden Watson 2-2, 2 doubles 3 runs. Max Roos CG Win 2 K’s on the bump. 
 
GM27: BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH 12 V. LIBERTY 2 
Game 2 different story as the Jays has a rough 9 run third inn. Blue Springs South played very well 
the Blue Jays could not make up ground losing 12-2. Jays are 22-5 now and look to bounce back 
Monday @ Lee’s Summit. 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 



DRAKE PERSIGNER 
Love his energy and passion that he brings to the game.  He was the life of the team, 
dugout and on the field.  Remember when he was in little league how fast he was and 
how hard he played made me happy one day to know he was going to be a part of our 
program.  He comes from a great family his mom and dad are two awesome people 
and have raised Drake so well.  Never forget the adversities he faced with his 
shoulders and the time when in off season he just could not hold up on a shallow hit 

fly ball he went all out and unfortunately hurt his shoulder again.  Just shows you how much he 
cares about the little things.  Went on to do great things for us this year, especially in the run game, 
will miss him and know that he will go on and do great things in Arizona.  Always had a smile on his 
face and embraced the game 100% thanks Drake!    
 

JACK SHULTZ  
Felt like this year more than any year he put his game together, the outfield play 
heightened and so did his bat.  Jack is just one of the hardest workers on the team and 
his approach to detail makes him who he is today.  I will remember like others how he 
stuck it out and grinded it out to see that he can help the team compete and win.  
That’s what he did this year.  He grew up playing this game at an early age, his Dad and 

family helping him grow and develop important skills.  I will miss him as he made me work harder 
knowing he was all in to see where this could go.  One of Jack’s best qualities is his drive!  Thank you 
Jack for all the memories and work you put in to be successful!  Jack will own something or develop 
something that he can put his name on, can’t wait to see how he works at MU, wish you the best!   
 

JACOB SELOCK  
Every once in awhile comes along a player who has that dirtbag 
mentality one that would play every day all the time 24/7 in any 
conditions.  Also, would play every position and do whatever you 
asked.   Selock was one of those players, started out in a minimal role 

early and mainly used as a defender, but really took his game forward last year and 
now this year.  I can remember him in little league playing on AA teams and then AAA Teams, but 
watching him grow as a player I knew he was going to help the team eventually.  Never forget that 
play he made in Sectionals last year to help us win that game and play in Quarters.  Overall just 
comes from two great parents and will miss him.  Headed to Highland CC where he will get an 
opportunity to showcase his skills at the next level.  Thank you LOCK!   
 

COOPER SCHECHINGER  
Here is a player who gets it, I look back at Coop and see a great person and teammate, 
patient and understanding.  Cooooooooooooop!  Love that!  I played someone ahead of 
him the whole year and he never once complained.  As a coach you want players like 
him who sacrifice and take the individual out to see the team be successful.  One thing 

that stands out to me is how Coop approached practice the same as games, he works so hard to 
perfect his craft I see that translating into whatever he does in life.  He will be successful and reason 
is nothing else other than dedication.  One of the best memories I have of Coop was how many times 
this guy was beaned in off season and during the season.  It actually turned out to be a thing for all 
of us after the 30th time we felt bad, he always said ‘I’m good’. There is a leader there even though 
he is quiet now it will come out and he will do great things.  Thanks Coop for the opportunity to 
coach you!  
 



ETHAN HILL  
Another player who had to face many adversities to get where he wanted to go. Ethan 
started out competing in the outfield when he broke his finger which sidelined him 
most of the season.  He stuck it out and came back to help us in the stretch run.  He can 
play outfield and those skills improved and his bat was productive more than any 
season, he was stronger and mature.  Really wish he could have been healthy to play 

more, but another person who works hard and is committed to helping the team win.  Always there, 
was one of the first players to help with tarp pull and ask how he can help, going to miss him and 
know that he will be successful in life because he has a great quality in being personable as well as 
goal driven.  Thank you Ethan going to miss you brutta!   
 

 DREW MACKIE  
Where to begin, Mackie started out slow, his game was loose, unorthodox, 
up and down until around 12 where he showed signs of improvement 
and potential, by the age of 14 he was a good ball player, fast, quick 
etc…then by 16 he was just a flat stud…to do what he did that year not 
only in Spring ball as a Sophomore, but the performance at the Future 

Games in Indy set him apart from most outfielders in the country.  Which is the reason why he is 
going Division 1 and heading to Tech.  This was Drew’s best season and one of the best 
performances in our school history!  His outfield play was unreal, 48 hits, 68 putouts etc.  I will miss 
him more than most people realize I grew up with him, taught him at Lewis and Clark Elementary, 
sat his butt on the wall for misbehaving, love him though, 12 special years of my life! Miss saying 
Mackie, what are you doing, hustle, good heavens Mackie, man that was good!  Going to miss him 
dominating, thanks Drew for the humbled opportunity to coach you and I know for a fact that Texas 
Tech is getting a complete player and one we will all see play next year. Go get em Wreck em!  
 

JORDAN CARLSON  
Yarl, Carl or whatever name you need to call him.  I can’t figure out where Yarl came 
from, but it fits.  I don’t know quite what to say about a player who once again I have 
been a part of for so many years like all the seniors.  Fast, lefty stick, could pitch at any 
time, durable and quite frankly fun to watch.  I enjoyed the moments of just watching 
his approach to the game, very thorough and exact.  Giving him lessons when he was 

young and watching him grow up.  Funniest story I have was this year when he had some shoulder 
pain and Coach Marcum gave him a stretch that went through his arm pit.  Yarl was so surprised 
and in pain he could not move, the expression on his face was priceless.  Jordan is smart and driven 
there is no kidding in what he will become and what accomplishments he will make due to having a 
great up bringing and great parents to guide him through is journey.  Yarl going to miss you and just 
want to say thank you for all the time we spent playing ball together!  
 

BRAXTON BRAGG  
This ends a chapter in my life as I had a dream of coaching my son one 
day and I am fortunate to have accomplished that goal.  Seeing him 
grow up as a young, raw player, stumbling over his feet most of the 
time, getting pissed at me when NKCA rained us out it was never 
mother nature’s fault.  Once again he figured it out, body came in and 

his game tightened up in all facets.  I think the world of my son, he really did and said the right 
things when I had a chance to coach and teach this wonderful game to him and others.  I am going 
to miss him more than any player I have ever coached, he is the reason I work and work harder for 
not only the team, but to make sure he was ready to compete.  One thing I will remember about him 
was his tenacity on the mound you just could not take him out, wanted to be out there and do what 



he could to battle.  Worse thing is I will miss is not being able to spend time playing catch, throwing 
batting practice to him, buying him baseball stuff, talking about the team and the game…list goes on.  
I want to thank him for all he has done for me as a coach and father.  Miss you 27!   
 

BRADY LITTRELL  
Tumultuous, adversity, roller coaster you name it words cannot describe what Brady 
has gone through.  Comes from a great family his mom and dad have raised him well 
and I cannot thank them enough for giving me an opportunity to be a part of Brady’s 
life and baseball.  Here is a kid who has been up and down with injury and illness it 
has made him the strong person that he is today.  Brady cares and he worked his tail 

off last year to make his mark and never looked back.  He has helped this program win so many 
huge games I am in debt to his efforts.  This year did not go his way offensively as he hurt his 
shoulder in the first weekend and was sidelined offensively for most of the year.  That did not stop 
him, we were fortunate to get him defensively and he made such an impact for us in that way would 
not have won so many games if it was not for him.  He finally had a chance late in the season to 
contribute; however, he just was so important defensively that is where his focus was.  Brady had a 
large game, was never taken seriously, but was a dirtbag player who refused to let the naysayers 
get their say.  I will remember all the times he dragged for a hit and made the other teams look 
silly…the arm was good man he could throw it, but I will miss the approach to get better and 
improve something he has had to face his whole career…he will go on and do tremendous things in 
life, smart and intelligent, but hard working.  Brady thank you for all you have done for me, thank 
you for giving me an opportunity to coach you and be a part of your life.   
 
GM28: LIBERTY 10 V. LEE'S SUMMIT 0 
Jays get it rolling down in Lee’s Summit pounding out 12 hits and 10 runs defeating the Tigers 10-0. 
Ben Jones mashed going 3 for 3 1B, 2B, 3B & 3 RBI with 3 Runs. Ryan Williams 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s, 
Harrison Day 2 for 2. Sawyer Loomis 5 IP 3 K’s for the dub...Liberty moves to 23-5! 
 
GM29: LIBERTY 7 V. TRUMAN 2 
Awesome Senior night! Jays played well defeat Truman 7-2. Cooper Schechinger 3 for 4, 2 RBI’s, 
Braxton Bragg 3 for 3 with a double. Bragg picks up the Win on the mound 6 K’s. Liberty is now 24-
5 on the season and face Central Friday. 
 
GM30: CENTRAL 5 V. LIBERTY 0 
Blue Jays quickly get back on track today @ LSN defeating the Broncos 6-0. Max Roos dominated 
with a CG 2 hit shutout 75 pitch effort, 6 K’s. Chayton Beck went 3 for 4 with a double. Liberty 
moves to 25-6 on the season. 
 
GM31: LIBERTY 6 V. LSN 0 
Blue Jays quickly get back on track today @ LSN defeating the Broncos 6-0. Max Roos dominated 
with a CG 2 hit shutout 75 pitch effort, 6 K’s. Chayton Beck went 3 for 4 with a double. Liberty 
moves to 25-6 on the season. 
 
GM31: LIBERTY 6 V. LSN 0 
Blue Jays quickly get back on track today @ LSN defeating the Broncos 6-0. Max Roos dominated 
with a CG 2 hit shutout 75 pitch effort, 6 K’s. Chayton Beck went 3 for 4 with a double. Liberty 
moves to 25-6 on the season. 
 
 
 



GM32: LIBERTY 4 V. LSN 0 
GM 2: Harrison Day followed up Roos with 5 2/3rd’s of scoreless work striking out 5 Justin Schmidt 
& Peyton Steenstra closed it down Liberty wins 4-0. Beck 3 more hits 2 doubles. Drew Mackie & 
Aiden Watson 2 hits a piece. Jays with 2 shutouts today moves the record to 26-6. 
 
GM33: LIBERTY 10 V. NKC 3 (DISTRICTS ROUND 1) 
Jays defeat NKC 10-3 in today’s district 15 semis. Drew Mackie 4 for 5 with a 2B, 3B 3 RBI’s, Jordan 
Carlson 3 for 4, Aiden Watson 2 for 2. FR Karson Milbrandt picks up the Win. Jays are 27-6 & face 
Kearney tomorrow 5pm @ LHS for the District finals. PACK THE HOUSE LET’S GO!!! 
 

GM34: LIBERTY 5 V. KEARNEY 0 (DISTRICT FINALS) 
BOOM! Jays baseball does it again back to back District titles! 

Liberty defeats Kearney 5-0 proud of these young men, they have 

worked their tails off all season, sacrifices made...love these guys!!! 

Great work more work to be done!... Braxton Bragg dominated 

Kearney tonight, the future Cornhusker threw a 2 hit complete 

game shutout striking out 8. Bragg moves to 7-0 on the season. 

Drew Mackie stays hot going 2 for 3, Chayton Beck 2 for 3 & Ryan 

Williams 2 for 3 with 2 RBI’s. Liberty is now 28-6  

 

 

 
 
 
 



Liberty's baseball season comes to a close…Staley 3  v. Liberty 1  

LIBERTY — Staley ended Liberty baseball’s season Wednesday, May 22, 3-1 in the state sectional round at 

Liberty High School. Liberty jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the second inning and held that lead for an inning and 

a half before Staley had a rebuttal. Sophomore Harrison Day had the lone RBI for the Jays. 

“Any time you can score a run and go up in a game like this is just kind of, or least is set up to help you relax a 

little bit and compete and kind of take the edge off,” Liberty coach Kirk Bragg said. “But, we knew we needed 

to score a lot more than one run to win that game.” The Falcons plated a run in the fourth to tie the game 

and sealed the deal in the fifth with a pair of runs to go up 3-1. Liberty scored one run on three hits and an 

error. Staley scored three runs on five hits with two errors. 

Braxton Bragg took the loss on the mound for the home squad. The senior went 5 2/3 innings in his final high 

school game. The University of Nebraska commit allowed five hits, four walks, three runs (two earned) and 

fanned eight on 104 pitches. Staley senior Carter Rustad went the distance for the Falcons on 89 pitches. He 

scattered three hits and allowed four walks and an earned run. He too fanned eight. 

“You are looking at a battle, and it was,” Kirk Bragg said on pitchers Rustad and Braxton Bragg facing off. “I 

knew it was going to be and just wish it was played maybe a little closer to the final four than sectionals but 

that is just the way Missouri’s system is set up.” This was the second time Liberty had faced Rustad this 

season. “This time around, we were more familiar with what he was giving us,” Kirk Bragg said. “Our 

approach improved. ...I felt like we were a little more prepared for him and made some better adjustments 

but once again, we just did not get the big hit and could not get anybody to square one up with guys in 

scoring position.” Four of Liberty’s six losses this year came by two runs or less. 

With the win, Staley swept the season series 2-0 after defeating Liberty 4-3 in the regular season in 11 

innings. With the loss, Liberty finishes the season 28-7. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 

PBR TEAM PREVIEW: LIBERTY BLUE JAYS 
Mon March 18, 2019, Shon Plack, Missouri Scouting Director 

 

Team: Liberty Blue Jays 

Class: Class 5  

Conference: Suburban Red 

Head Coach: Kirk Bragg 

Years as head coach at school: 16 years 

Twitter Handle: @Jays_Baseball 

2018 Overall Record: 27-11 

2018 Conference Record: 7-3, 3rd Place 



2018 Post Season Finish: Lost in Quaterfinals 

Team Website: Liberty Blue Jays 

 

Number of Returning Starters/Pitchers: 2 

Number of Returning Starters/Position Players: 6 

PLAYERS WITH 2018 POST SEASON HONORS 

Braxton Bragg, 1B/RHP, 2019, 1st Team All-State (Nebraska) 

Drew Mackie, OF, 2019, 2nd Team All State (Texas Tech)  

Jordan Carlson, OF/LHP, 2019 2nd Team All Conference 

Chayton Beck, C, 2020 Honorable Mention All Conference  

 

PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Jacob Selock, SS, 2019 

Brady Littrell, OF/2B, 2019 

Ben Jones, OF, 2020 

Sawyer Loomis, RHP, 2020 

Liberty baseball edges out Liberty North 

  
 

LIBERTY — One run separated Liberty and Liberty North baseball on Monday, April 1, as the 

Blue Jays topped the Eagles 4-3 at Liberty North. A Bradan Stervinou double in the bottom of 

the first jolted the Eagles out to a 2-0 lead. Liberty cut its deficit to one in the fourth to make it 

2-1 before capture the lead in the fifth with a two-run inning. Drew Mackie matched 

Stervinou’s first-inning performance with a two-run double of his own as Liberty went ahead 3-

2 through five. Mackie finished the day 2-3 at the plate. The Blue Jays scored one more run in 

the top of the seventh as the Eagles were down 4-2 with three outs left in regulation. 

https://glendalebaseball.weebly.com/
https://glendalebaseball.weebly.com/
https://lhsathletics.lps53.org/page/show/4714780-baseball-2019-
https://lhsathletics.lps53.org/page/show/4714780-baseball-2019-
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Braxton-Bragg-7930842165
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Drew-Mackie-1237460895
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Jordan-Carlson-3894176250
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Chayton-Beck-0612875943
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Jacob-Selock-2897053164
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Benjamin-Jones-0962135748


 

Quentin Platt scored on a sacrifice fly in the bottom half of the inning for the last run of the 

game as Liberty won 4-3. For Liberty, Ben Jones was 2-3 at the dish while Braxton Bragg had a 

double and an RBI. Bragg picked up the win for Liberty as he went 6 1/3 innings with seven 

strikeouts. Justin Schmidt got the final two outs for the save. For Liberty North, Caden Wilson 

took the loss. He pitched three innings in relief and allowed four hits, three runs (two earned), 

one walk, one hit batter and struck out four. The win moved Liberty to 9-1 on the season while 

Liberty North fell to 7-3. 

 
Liberty baseball wins opener of Northland Tournament 
 

PLATTE CITY — Liberty hit the road for a battle 

with Platte County on Monday, April 15, for the 

Northland Tournament and came away with a 7-4 

win.  Tied 3-3 heading into the seventh, bases 

loaded, Braxton Bragg hit a two-run double 

followed by a Ben Jones two-run single. Jays 

closed it out and won 7-4. 

Aiden Watson was 2-3 at the dish. Peyton 

Steenstra got the win on the bump. 

 
Liberty baseball rides early lead to victory over Park Hill 

 

LIBERTY — The Liberty Blue Jays took down the Park Hill Trojans 10-0 in five innings thanks to a quick 



start and crucial errors from Park Hill on Tuesday, April 16, in Liberty. In the second game of the 

Northland Tournament, Liberty wasted no time and jumped out to a 5-0 lead after the first inning. 

Liberty nearly evened the final score from its previous matchup with Park Hill, March 18, when the Blue 

Jays won 6-4. The difference this time around was how prepared they were for the Trojans play style, 

coach Kirk Bragg said. “I knew they were going to throw a plus arm (above average) at us,” Bragg said. 

“We saw a plus arm yesterday (Monday, April 15 versus Platte County), so we were already prepared for 

it and ready to go. We really did a good job of not swinging at bad pitches.” The Blue Jays seemed to 

make contact with every good pitch they found in the first two innings and the consistent offense along 

with mistakes from Park Hill led to an 8-0 lead after the second. 

 

Two major errors led to runs for Liberty as the Trojans failed to corral two infield grounders that then 

found their way to the outfield while runs scored. Capitalizing on those errors is something Bragg 

addressed with the team before the game started. “I told them in the pregame that there is going to be 

a time, maybe one or two, where if we can just get an extra base or plate a run that is just going to help 

us,” Bragg said. “We got the luck on a couple of bounces and we took advantage of the errors, so it 

helped us.” While the Trojans mistakes helped out the Blue Jays, the offense did its fair share as well. 

The entire lineup had a solid outing, but sophomore Ayden Watson, junior Chayton Beck and seniors 

Jacob Selock and Drew Mackie stood out going a combined 9-13 at the plate with seven RBIs. The other 

three runs for the Blue Jays were scored off of Trojan errors. Along with going 2-3 batting and sending in 

two runners, Selock went to the mound for Liberty and pitched a one-hit shutout. Mirroring the offense, 

Selock started the first inning dominantly striking out two of the three batters faced. He ended the game 

by retiring the final six batters he faced as he was able to stymie a Park Hill offense averaging more than 

six runs per game. The win moves Liberty to 17-3 on the season and extends the current winning streak 

to eight. 
 

Blue Jays dominate Tigers in Northland Tournament 
LIBERTY — Liberty baseball took a mere four innings to defeat Excelsior Spring 15-0 April 17. The Blue 
Jays bats were highlighted by senior Jordan Carlson and sophomore Dawson Goe, who drove in three 
runs each. 
 
Junior Sawyer Loomis got the shutout win on the bump for the Blue Jays as they moved to 18-3 on the 
season. 

 

 



Blue Jays route Tigers 
LEE’S SUMMIT — Liberty baseball moved to 23-5 after a 10-0 victory against Lee’s Summit April 30. 
Junior Ben Jones led the team offensively going a perfect 3-3 from the plate, scoring three times and 
sending in three RBIs. 
 
All together Liberty compounded 12 hits for 10 runs and that was more than enough for junior Sawyer 
Loomis to work with on the mound. Loomis pitched five shutout innings while striking out three batters 
for the Blue Jays. 

Liberty baseball secures back-to-back district titles 

 
Senior Braxton Bragg send a pitch towards home plate in Liberty’s 5-0 District title win, Wednesday May 15. 

Bragg threw a complete game shutout and only allowed 2 hits. 

LIBERTY — After a scoreless first inning of the Missouri State High School Athletic Association Class 5 

District 15 championship game Wednesday, May 15, the Blue Jays took the lead in the bottom of the 

second against Kearney and never gave it back. It was an error by Kearney in the bottom of the second 

inning that let Liberty junior Chayton Beck score and take a 1-0 lead. Liberty would go on to add four 

more runs through the next four innings and take a 5-0 victory for the district championship. The 

Bulldogs struggled to respond at the plate and managed only two hits against Liberty senior Braxton 

Bragg, who threw a complete game shutout. Kearney coach Shane Remley was proud of the way the 

team battled against the No. 1 seeded Blue Jays and throughout the district tournament. “This is one of 

the best group of guys I’ve been around,” he said. “They care about each other and grew together at the 



end of the season. We fought adversity and put together a run and got to a place we had never been 

before.” Since moving to class 5 the Bulldogs have yet to reach the district title game. Liberty, on the 

other hand, captured its second-straight district crown and Bragg said it was a good feeling to be on the 

mound for the win. “There is a lot of exciting emotion,” the pitcher said. “It is something we work for 

every year and being able to do it two years in a row is something special. I’ll never forget these 

moments with my best friends.” For Liberty coach Kirk Bragg, the game represented what the team has 

been all season. They showed up when it mattered most. “We did not make any errors,” Kirk said. “We 

had an A-plus pitcher out there. With a two-hit shutout, he really won the game for us out there. If you 

have pitching and good defense then you have a good chance to win and we did.” Pitching and defense 

was the story of the game for both sides as Braxton dominated and Kearney junior Grant Nicholson saw 

some struggles throughout the game. Nicholson went five innings, allowing four earned runs on nine 

hits. He was replaced by senior Grant Hibbs in the final inning. Gibbs allowed the fifth run to set the 

score at 5-0. While Liberty moves on to the sectional round of the state tournament, Kearney’s season 

ends with an overall record of 19-12. Remley said the team has plenty of reasons to keep their heads up. 

“We had five or six underclassmen who started every day,” Remley said. “They got good experience for 

next year and at the end of the day, Liberty is a great club. They are 28-6 and we can hang our hat on we 

gave them one of those six losses.” The Blue Jays’ next challenge would be Staley on Wednesday, May 

22. Results were not available by press time. In the lone meeting earlier this season, the Falcons bested 

Liberty 4-3 on April 5. 

 



 

 
Congrats to Jack Shultz, Brady Littrell, Jacob Selock & Jordan Carlson on Academic All State! Liberty 

Baseball finished 2nd in the state with a 3.73 team GPA best we have ever had! Education first!!!!!! 

Way to go men! 
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CONFERENCE CHAMPS 

1982 
1983 
1986 
1988 
1989 
1992 
1993 
1998 
2003 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2014 
2015 
2016 

 

 

 

 Metro Leadoff Tournament went 

5-0 

 Northland Tournament went 5-0 

 Won 11 in a row in the middle of 

the season 

 Lost first 4 games by 1 run 

 Beat Liberty North twice 

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 2 YEARS 

IN A ROW 

100-36 PAST 4 SEASONS 

RANKED ALL SEASON MSHBCA 

STATE CHAMPIONS 2002 
DISTRICT CHAMPS 
1981  2004 

 1991  2009 
1994  2011 
1998  2012 
2000  2014 
2001  2018 
2002  2019 
2003   

 
SECTIONAL WINNERS 

1981 
1998 
2000 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2009 
2011 
2012 
2018 

 

QUARTER FINAL WINNERS 
2000 
2002 
2011 
2012  

 
STATE FINAL 4 
2000 (3RD Place) 
2012 (3RD Place) 

 
STATE FINALS 

2002 (CHAMPIONS) 

2011 (RUNNER UP) 

 



  



 

  



 
 

  



 
  



 
  



 
 

  



  



  



  



 

  



 

  



 



 

  



 

 



  



 



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



  



 

Honors and Awards 
Mid 7 ALL CONFERENCE TEAM 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention All Conference: 

Brady Littrell (12) – Infielder 

Jacob Selock (12) – Infielder 

Ryan Williams (10) – Infielder 

Ben Jones (11) – Outfielder 

Max Roos (11) – Pitcher 



 

 

MOST IMPROVED PLAYERS 

PEYTON STEENSTRA (PITCHER) 

BEN JONES (OUTFIELDER) 

 

 

DEFENSIVE PLAYERS OF YEAR 

CHAYTON BECK (CATCHER) 

DREW MACKIE (OUTFIELDER) 

 

 

MVP YEAR 2019 

DREW MACKIE / BRAXTON BRAGG 

 

 

PITCHER OF YEAR 2019 

BRAXTON BRAGG 

Liberty Blue Jays 
Baseball Awards 2019 



 

SPECIAL THANKS TO:  

 Coach Jason Cahill (AD) for all the sacrifice he made to get games in for these 

players, means a lot thank you for all your hard work!  I think I talked to him on 

the phone 500 times this Spring…he is truly the best AD in the State!  

 Tricia Middleton for all her help with all the requests I made to her and all the 

help she gave me, just a God send on getting through each season!  Thank you 

 Lenaira Day for her help with all the requests I made to her with the program this 

year she was a big help!  She’s a trooper thank you 

 To all the mouse race helpers, Littrell’s, Shultz’s, Hill’s, Freidel’s, Day’s, Jennifer, 

Mackie’s, Van Hauen’s what you did for the program this year left a mark on 

making the future Blue Jays develop and improve!   

 Banquet workers on getting everything ready 

 Senior parents for all your efforts on making this year special 

 Chris Mackie for all his work with the Twitter feed and help with e-mails, 

collecting money etc…big help sure am going to miss all his efforts to make the 

season great!   

 Stephen Clark the new grounds manager on getting the fields ready 

 Colton Adams and George Hoover for helping run the announcing for these guys.  

 My coaches for all their efforts to help these players, I demand a lot and thank 

them for all their sacrifice.  

 Parents thank you for being there for your son and thanks to all the support you 

give them, grandparents, friends etc…thank you 

 Eric Langhorst, man what a dedicated person for our program I know he loves 

baseball and I know he loves our players and team, truly awesome man who took 

some unreal, but memorable photos of our season!  Thank you so much! 

 Tom Adams and Larry Goe for some awesome post season awards! 

 Finally, my wife, hands down the best person in the world and cannot do what I 

do without her support and flexibility with all the ups and downs a season brings, 

love her!  If I am missing anyone I apologize but I have one more thing to say…. 

TRADE PLACES WITH HIM NOW! 


