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Why become an official? 
 

●​ Helps improve your game.  Better knowledge of rules is an obvious benefit, but maybe more 
importantly, how you view the play on the ice.  Officiating give you a chance to observe what 
other players and teams do well or could do better.  It also helps you learn to anticipate play 
which in turn will help your game with puck support, positional play and improve your transition 
game. 

 
●​ Chance to stay active in the game after Laker Hockey. 

 
●​ Opportunities. Some of you may go into teaching or coaching and this is a great avenue for 

success, maybe even a good resume builder. 
 

●​ Professional development – confidence in public, dealing with conflict, communication. 
 

●​ A Fun way to exercise. 
 

●​ Impact. You can make a difference!  There is a shortage of officials in all sports and age levels 
across the country.  
 

●​ If you’re unsure of the commitment, WHA has black helmets with visors and referee sweaters 
available for those who have not invested in their own equipment.  Acme Thunders are the best 
whistles, but WHA will have some plastic Fox40 ref whistles for new Level 1. 
 

●​ Make some money, especially as a student, but even as a parent someday.  Get your travel paid 
for when you go to your kids’ games if you ref a few while you’re in town.  2024-25 season rates 
below: 

 
 
 
 

 
LEVEL REF LINE 
Youth Varsity/JV $85 $65 
Girls Varsity/JV $85  
Bantams $60 $45 
Girls 14U/12U $45  
Peewee $45  
Squirts $35  
   
TRAVEL ZONES BY 
MILEAGE PAY  
ZONE 1: 0 $0  
ZONE 2: 21-60 $29  
ZONE 3: 61-120 $58  
ZONE 4: 121-180 $87  
ZONE 5: 180 UP $116  
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Let’s get started:   

Steps for 2025 Becoming an Official: 
  
Registration on USA Hockey site – this is similar to registering as a player or a volunteer: 
  

 
  
 
If not in high school yet, it is best to register for Level 1.  It is lower cost and less course work 
requirements.  USA Hockey will allow this for 2-3 years (or perhaps by age) before they force you to 
increase by a level.  Save your receipt and ref number.  WHA will reimburse you once you complete 
your coursework to receive your crest and officiate a home game. 
  
You can only increase by 1 level each season.  If you plan to officiate after high school, it would be wise 
to have your Level 3 going into your freshman year of college so you are eligible to do JV & Varsity 
games.  If serious about continuing into college, take a look at the tenure program – it may make sense 
to do a L3 sooner if you have such an interest. 
  
Fees 
L1 $55 + 10 
L2 $110 + 10 
L3 $110 +10 
  
Once registered, you will receive a (Single Sign On) SSO number in your email with clear instructions 
about the next steps for creating a password.  This is what the email and content will include: 
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You will also receive a rule/casebook in the mail.  You can also download a pdf version from USA 
Hockey.com. 
  
If you are 18 (or will be 18 during the upcoming season), you are required to do the background check 
and SafeSport training.  
 
Everyone, regardless of age and level, is required to do the following: 

1.​ Attend an online seminar (for which you can view the schedule and register) 
2.​ Watch a series of online module videos 
3.​ Complete a series of playing rules questions until you get “enough correct” (the number 

depends on the level).  

 
New officials, this must be completed before you can officiate any game and the deadline is Dec. 31, 
2025. 
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Returning officials, this must be completed before the end of 2025 to continue officiating into 2026.  
SDAHA Referee in chief may require an earlier completion. 
  
Here is the first screen of an online seminar: 
 

 
 

  
From the USAhockey.com officials tab, you can select Learning Center and scroll down to find the log in 
here: 
  

 
  
  
​
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Once you are logged in, you will see your learning center dashboard similar to below: 
 
 

 
  

 
  
Once registered for an online seminar, you will receive a message confirming the class and later another 
that has a link to the seminar. 
 
The link to the online seminar does not come until 10 minutes before the class starts. 
 
You can also navigate to the seminar and the join button (shown below) will appear if you refresh within 
10 minutes of the scheduled course start. 
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Notes: 
➢ Level 1 can do Mite, Squirt, Peewee or Bantam games, but the referee should be at least 1 age 
group older than the age group being officiated. 
➢ Officials can only advance 1 level per year. 
➢ Level 3 is required to officiate Varsity games. 
  
WHA has sweaters, helmets with visors and whistles available.  If you are under 18, you will need a neck 
guard. 
  
We want you to succeed and request that each first year Level 1 joins at least two Mite/Squirt 
scrimmage sessions before signing up for your first Squirt game. 
Mentorship is available for your first squirt and first next age level game. 
  
SDAHA schedule access: 
Officials Schedule (sdaha.org) (Available after Nov. 1) 
Account setup and login using official number – the process confirms mailing address for payment and 
sets any games you may have conflict officiating such as a sibling. 
 

http://sdaha.org/
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